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INTRODUCTION
Throughout the almost 20 centuries from Christ to this present age, doctrinal debates
have raged as Theologians have aired their differences over Biblical interpretations.
Even where good hermeneutical laws of interpretation have been applied there still exists
numerous views as to which interpretations are the right ones. It is not our intention
to solve, or to proclaim the right answers to some of these debatable issues, rather to
provoke the student to take a fresh look at subjects under discussion throughout the pages
of this text.
The basic topic is the “Kingdom of God”. Is the Kingdom already here, or is it future? Is
the Kingdom of the Father and the Kingdom of Christ the one and self same Kingdom?
Regarding “The Millennial Kingdom”, addressing such issues as to whether or not a born
again believer has automatic right of entrance regardless of his conduct as a Christian.
Who is it that the Father will cast into outer darkness, the believer or the unbeliever?
Is salvation a “package deal?” That is to say, is a person’s soul saved when his spirit is
born anew? Is a believer’s salvation eternally secure after the new birth, or can it be lost?
Is a believer totally saved by grace and grace alone, or do works have a part to play in the
securing of full salvation? Are soul and spirit both distinguishable as well as separable, or
distinguishable and inseparable, that is, is a man di-chotomous, or is he tri-chotomous?
In responding to the call of the Lord in service and ministry, do all believers have the
same ability, the same opportunities? Do all measure the same degree of diligence and
right motivation in pursuit of excellence? What are the areas that God will take into
account when ascertaining a believer’s reward? In the resurrection, will all come up with
the same degree of glory or will it differ one from another?
Will God, according to divine sovereignty, select or choose those whom He will, or does
a believer’s election depend upon human responsibility? The Apostle Peter writes in his
second Epistle, “Give diligence to make your calling and election sure, for if you do these
things you will never stumble; for so an entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into
the everlasting Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”
Many questions, all demanding answers. Paul in writing the Roman Epistle, to
consolidate a believer’s faith, encourages each “To be fully persuaded in their own
minds”. It is the intention therefore of this text to provoke believers to think in order that

they build their faith on personal conviction and persuasion. As the scriptures say “A
double minded man is unstable in all his ways”. He who knows and understands truth
will never be a candidate for deception. In the last days great deception will come upon
many of God’s people. Let it not be us.
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PREFACE
Throughout the thirty three years since graduating from our first course of Bible study
Ruth and I attended in 1964, I have never ceased to be diligent in the study of God’s
word. Although our personal library, costing many thousands of dollars, contains
numerous volumes, three particular books have been mile stones in my Christian
education.
1. “The Normal Christian Life” - by Watchman Nee, read in the very early days
of my life
as a Christian, instructing me in the fundamental basics of Christianity.
2. “The Ultimate Intention” - by DeVern F. Fromke, read just a few years later,
which brought me to understand the purposes, and objectives of Christianity, taking me
out of a selfish subjective view of the Christian life.
3. “Entrance Into the Kingdom” - by Robert Govett, M.A. This book came into
my hands in the late seventies, opening my understanding and challenging me to take a
fresh look at many of the Bible doctrines I thought I knew.
Now in 1996, after fifteen years of Pastoring and seventeen years in Bible College
lecturing I sit down to put into writing a brief view which summarizes the main thrust in
theology that I teach. If I might use one portion of scripture as a spear head of motivation
it would have to be Paul’s own testimony in the third chapter of his Philippian Epistle.
Phil. 3:12-14 “Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I
press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me.
Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those
things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I press
toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”
And yet another scripture that has compelled me in the teaching ministry as I have
learned together with my students, is Paul’s word of exhortation to Timothy in his
second Epistle to this young man.
II Tim. 2:2 “And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses,
commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.”
It has been the constant requests from students, congregation members, and fellow
pastors, for me to put my thoughts in writing that has compelled me to do so. I have
endeavoured to keep this manual in simple lay language so that it may be easily read and
studied by the average congregation member, who seldom wade into the heavier volumes
of theology. It is from many authors of these volumes of theology that I owe much, for as
I constantly remind my students of three basic facts, which I repeatedly remind myself:
1. Who are we, except God made us.

2. What have we, except God gives it to us.
3. What can we do, except God enables us.
That you may know my heart, I feel the need to say that Iam deeply concerned about the
attitudes held by many modern day charismatic, Pentecostal Christians, who convey a
laid back, sloppy, casual approach to God. It is my conviction that if we are casual with
God He will be casual with us. I base such a statement, not on the character of God, but
on the Biblical principle: “As you sow, so shall you reap.” I feel convicted that if we
expect God’s best for us, then we must give our best to Him, best for best. This theme is
woven throughout the pages of this manual.
We are all human and subject to mistakes and errors, I have made mine. However, the
greatest teacher we all have are life’s experiences, for it is in the school of life that we
profit if we learn to fail forwards and cherish every experience as stepping stones to a
higher plain in God. Why is it then that so many today develop attitudes of mediocrity
that lead them into lukewarm relationships of a casual approach to God. It is not for me
to judge any man, but rather each must judge his own heart as I judge mine. It is my
prayer that the following studies will help each who read to be motivated to excel unto
excellency, that each may be approved excellent in the day of judgment. For no greater
words will one be priveliged to hear on that day than, “Well done, good and faithful
servant, enter into the joy of your Lord.”
Neal Patterson,
Napier - New Zealand
1st July 1996
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THE MESSIANIC KINGDOM.
DEFINING THE KINGDOM
Chapter one
Throughout scripture terms are used and interpreted by scholars with varying degrees
of meaning and application. In granting a meaning to a text, the best and safest
method of interpretation is to let scripture interpret scripture. This way we are more
likely to maintain harmony of interpretation. Secondly a verse of scripture must be
interpreted within the context of the contextual setting of the verse itself, that is to say
the surrounding verses will reveal and clarify the meaning. Consistency of interpretation
in the general usage of the term is also a good guide line to follow. Following these
principles of interpretation we will define the term “Kingdom of God”.

Definition: What is the Kingdom of God?
The term "Kingdom of God" is found throughout the New Testament where the Greek
word "Basileia" is used around 160 times, denoting sovereignty, authority and dominion,
e.g.
Rev. 17:18 "And the woman whom you saw is that great city which
reigns over the kings of the earth."
Throughout the Old Testament the term "Kingdom of God" has no direct reference,
although it is understood by scriptures that refer to it. By way of example in I Chronicles
where the Lord communicates with David assuring him that his kingdom will continue
through his seed who shall build the Lord a house.
I Chron. 17:11-14. "And it shall be, when your days are fulfilled,
when you must go to be with you fathers, that I will set up your
seed after you, who will be of your sons; and I will establish
his Kingdom. He shall build Me a house, and I will establish his
throne forever. I will be his Father, and he shall be My son; and
I will not take My mercy away from him, as I took it from him
who was before you. And I will establish him in My house and
in My kingdom forever; and his throne shall be established
forever."

I Chron 28:5. "He has chosen my son Solomon to sit on the throne
of the kingdom of the Lord over Israel."
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I Chron 29:11. "Yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted
as head over all."
In the above scriptures the Kingdom of Israel is referred to as the Kingdom of God.
In these scriptures and some two hundred and thirty plus references the Hebrew
word "Malekuth", or its derivatives "Maleku; Mamlakah, Mamlakuth", is used.
Thus by definition the Kingdom of God is firstly, the sphere of God’s rule or dominion
both in power and authority.
This question might well be asked, If such be the case then why do we see so much
universal rebellion and anarchy against God's authority? This necessitates a larger
definition, thus secondly the Kingdom of God is, the sphere of God’s rule or dominion
where there is acknowledgment of, and submission to the rule.

the sphere of God's rule or dominion
where there is acknowledgment of,
and submission to, that rule.

To have dominion, means to have the "right to rule". Therefore the right to rule is
the receiving of a mandate giving "authority to rule". This does not automatically
guarantee submission and obedience from the subjects. Privileges and laws are therefore
introduced, firstly: to reward the diligent and faithful and, secondly: to judge and punish
the slothful and disobedient.
All the above points are clearly illustrated in the Parable of the pounds recorded by the
Apostle Luke:

(a) Luke 19:11-27 The Nobleman went into a far country to receive for himself
a kingdom and to return. He did not receive territory, nor people, but a mandate
to rule a territory and a people.
(b) Upon his return the servants were gathered. The faithful were rewarded
according to their diligence, one to rule over ten cities another to rule over five.
(c) The slothful and unfaithful servant was rebuked and stripped of
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all.

From this wider definition a challenge might then arise; if God is sovereign can He not
therefore impose submission and obedience?

If God is sovereign can He not therefore impose submission and obedience?
The quick answer to such a challenge would be, yes! based solely on the sovereign right
of God. However it must be born in mind that that same sovereignty gives God the right
to not only impose and thus force obedience but also not to impose it. This concept will
be enlarged upon later when we deal with the "Nature of the Kingdom".

Kingdom of God or Kingdom of Heaven
When reading the Gospel accounts of the Kingdom it will be noticed that the
terms "Kingdom of God" and "Kingdom of Heaven" are used interchangeably. For
example, in the Gospel of Matthew as Jesus began to teach on the subject of the
Kingdom in parables, He made the statement ; "Because it has been given to you to
know the mysteries of the Kingdom of Heaven" (Matt. 13:11). The corresponding
statement as recorded by Luke reads; "To you it has been given to know the mystery of
the Kingdom of God" (Luke 8:10). A further example: Matt. 13:33, compared with Luke
13:20. Continued examination of the Synoptic Gospels will reveal numerous examples
where these two expressions are used interchangeably. Therefore the terms "Kingdom of
God" and "Kingdom of Heaven" are understood to be synonymous.
notes
The reason both terms are used is because Matthew, in his gospel account of the life
of Christ, is writing primarily to a Jewish audience. The Jew, wherever possible,
avoided the use of any of the names of God, especially those that were derivatives of
the Tetragrammaton: JHVH. Even the term God was used with extreme caution. In Old
Testament times, any misuse of the holy names of God would bring swift judgment
upon the transgressor, hence the avoidance of their use. Bearing this in mind, Matthew
in writing to the Jew would favour the expression "Kingdom of Heaven", rather
than "Kingdom of God". Whereas in the
remaining two Synoptic Gospels, the writers are addressing a predominately Gentile
audience where such cautions of name usage were not regarded.

The Kingdom "Now" or the Kingdom "Future"
4

There are numerous debates in the schools of theology as to whether the Kingdom
is "now" or is the Kingdom "future". As God's children, have we entered the Kingdom
already, or is there a future entrance to a future Kingdom?
The following selection of scriptures show, without doubt, that we are, as believers,
already citizens of the heavenly Kingdom:

We are, as believers, already citizens
of the heavenly Kingdom.
Col. 1:13. "He has delivered us from the power of darkness, and
translated us into the Kingdom of His Son".
Rom 14:17. "For the Kingdom of God is not food and drink, but
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit".
Luke 16:16. "The law and the prophets were until John. Since that
time the kingdom of God has been preached, and everyone is
pressing into it".
Matt 12:28. "But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, surely
the kingdom of God has come upon you".
Whereas another selection of scriptures will show that there remains still a Kingdom to
be entered into:
Matt. 25:34 "Then the King will say to those on His right hand,
'Come, O blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for
you from the foundation of the world' ".
II Pet. 1:11. "For so an entrance will be supplied to you abundantly
into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ".
I Cor. 15:50. "Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot
inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption".
Luke 19:11. "Now as they heard these things, He spoke another
parable, because He was near Jerusalem and because they thought
the kingdom of God would appear immediately".

It is not therefore, a question of either or, rather both views are correct. We, as believers,
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have already entered into the kingdom of God, and are citizens of that kingdom.
there still remains a kingdom to be entered into.

Yet

Yet there still remains a kingdom
to be entered into.

The Kingdom of the Father, and the Kingdom of Christ
The New Testament teaches us that Jesus came unto His own, that is, His own people
the Nation of Israel. But they did not receive Him. In fact, three and a half years after
He began to minister, they were guilty of engineering His crucifixion. Were they
guilty of His murder? Jesus did not think so, hence His prayer from the cross, "Father
forgive them, for they know not what they do". Later, Peter in his sermon on the
day of Pentecost, stated: "This same Jesus whom you have ignorantly slain". The
terms, "know not what they do" and "ignorantly slain", reduces their crime from murder
to manslaughter. However, the question that must be addressed is; why did they do it?

The answer to this question must lie in their expectations of the Messiah, and as such
did they recognize and receive Him. Their main concern was that the Messiah would
come and deliver them from Roman tyranny and in so doing, restore again the Kingdom
to Israel. Hence the disciples numerous inquiries as to when Jesus was going to do this.
For example:
Acts 1:6. "Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him,
saying, "Lord will you at this time restore the Kingdom to Israel"."
They were looking for Messiah the King, not Messiah as a priest.

They were looking for Messiah the
King, not Messiah as a Priest.

Thus, when faced with the choice of who should be pardoned at the pleasure of the
Governor, according to custom at the time of the feast, they chose Barabbas. Why
6

Barabbas? What sort of a man was he? Most see him as a common criminal, a murderer
and a thief. But a careful look at the scriptures reveal what sort of man he was.

Mark 15:7. "And there was one named Barabbas, who was chained
with his fellow insurrectionists; they had committed murder in the
insurrection'.
This man Barabbas was no ordinary common criminal, but a devout Zealot, who was
leading his followers against the Roman army. The meaning of insurrection, is to incite
rebellion against authority. The only people that Barabbas and his men had murdered and
pilfered from were Roman soldiers. Hence Israel in making their choice, chose one who
would lead them to effect deliverance by way of the sword, thus rejecting Christ who
would secure deliverance by way of the cross. All this to say that Israel was looking for a
Messiah that would bring in what they were expecting, the "Messianic Kingdom". Thus,
the Kingdom that Israel were expecting and waiting for was the "Messianic Kingdom". It
was to this Kingdom therefore that Jesus devoted most of His teaching.
Throughout the New Testament, as already discussed, the terms "Kingdom of
God", "Kingdom of Heaven", are used. Jesus makes many references to "His Father's
Kingdom" or "The Kingdom of my Father", or “My Kingdom”. (Matt. 26:29, Luke
22:29-30, John 18:36). The question arises then, are both "The Father's Kingdom"
and "The Kingdom of the Son" one and the self same Kingdom. From the point of view
regarding the authority of the Kingdom, then the answer would have to be, yes. For all
authority comes from the "Eternal Throne of God". However, as we have previously
mentioned, from the parable of the pounds in Luke 19:11-27. Jesus, depicted by the
nobleman, goes off to a far country to receive for himself a kingdom and to return. At a
given time He,

Jesus returns with the Kingdom, i.e.a
of authority to take up rulership over a given territory (the earth)
and a given people (the nations of the
earth),
thus fulfilling the prophecy of Daniel 7.
Dan. 7:13-14. "I was watching in the night visions, and behold,
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mandate

One like the Son of Man, coming with the clouds of heaven!
He came to the Ancient of Days, and they brought Him near
before Him. Then to Him was given dominion and glory and a
kingdom, that all peoples, nations and languages should serve
Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not
pass away, and His kingdom the one which shall not be
destroyed".
The Apostle John, by revelation, picks up on this in the book of Revelation:
Rev. 11:15. "Then the seventh angel sounded: and there were loud
voices in heaven saying, "The kingdoms of this world have become
the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign
forever and ever"."

The Messianic Kingdom then is that reign of Christ here on this earth for a period of
a thousand years. (Rev 20:6) After which period He shall yield the Kingdom back to
the Father. (I Cor. 15:24). In the final of the seven letters to the seven churches, the
letter to the Church of the Laodiceans, Jesus speaks a promise to those who qualify as
overcomers:
Rev. 3:21. "To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with me on my
throne, as I also overcame and sat down with my Father on His throne".
In this verse the Lord makes a clear distinction between "His Father's throne" and "My
throne", referring to His own reign here upon the earth.

The promise being to those who overcome to share in the throne of Christ
for the period of the one thousand years.

This thought being strengthened in Revelation 20:4-6. What then is the Father's throne?
The throne of God is an eternal throne, i.e. an eternal Kingdom, for which there is
neither beginning nor ending, for God reigns eternally in the heavens. However with
respect to this earth we see that Satan is referred to as "the God of
this world" (II Cor 4:4). The time will shortly come to pass when Jesus shall return with
the Kingdom and establishing His throne (as distinct from the Father's throne) here on
earth, will over throw all darkness. The God of this world (Satan) will be bound along
8

with his demonic host and they shall be cast into the bottomless pit until the 1,000 years
concludes. (Rev.20:1-3).
The Father's throne, therefore, is a heavenly throne that is never set up here on earth.
Whereas Christ's throne is the throne of government that shall prevail on earth for the
one thousand years. It must be kept in mind that, the authority Christ has to set up His
throne here on earth, comes from the Eternal Throne of the Father. Jesus never ceases to
be submissive to the Father's authority.

ETERNAL THRONE
OF THE FATHER
_________________

ETERNAL THRONE
OF THE FATHER
___________________
THE THRONE OF CHRIST
_______________________

Heb 5:8 "Though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things
which He suffered, and having been perfected, He became the author
of eternal salvation to all who obey Him".
The above verse of scripture summarizes our progress thus far.
Christ has been awarded a mandate to rule.
Secondly He merited the right to rule by achieving a life of submission in obedience to a
higher authority.
Thirdly He has opened the way for man to follow, the criteria being also a life of
submission in obedience.
Fourthly, such a path will incur suffering, generating experiences of life that
enhance the development of "Kingdom Character", thereby fitting those
ultimately
chosen to rule as the "elect" of God.
To enlarge on this view of distinguishing between the "elect" of God, and those,
although born anew by the Spirit of God, but due to sloth, laziness as unfaithful
stewards, who shall be disqualified from any inheritance in the Messianic Kingdom, we
must go back to what the intentions of Father God were when He created man in the
beginning.

9

what the intentions of Father God were
when He created man in the beginning..
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THE ETERNAL PURPOSE OF THE KINGDOM
Chapter Two

One of the greatest problems that we have in life today in the area of establishing
and maintaining relationships, is the problem of ineffective communication, resulting
in constantly being misunderstood, or misinformed. Be this in Marriage, Parent to
child, employer to employee, Pastor to Church member, or most of all, between God
and man. One of the Golden rules in Hermeneutics (the art of interpreting scripture)
is that one must never, not only not contradict the overall harmony of scripture in
ascertaining the meaning of a selected portion, but also never contradict the character
and mind of God. To clearly know and understand God’s Word, one must first know
and understand God.

To clearly know and understand God's
Word, one must first know and
understand God.
Or putting it another way: to the degree that we know and understand God we will
therefore know and understand His Word. One being in direct proportion to the other.
A number of points concerning the character and nature God must therefore be
considered:
(a) God is a God of purpose. That is to say God does not awaken each morning
wondering what mankind has got up to during the night, and then consider a
strategy of corrective adjustment. No, God works toward an overall objective.
Not only is God a God of Purpose, but His purpose is an "eternal purpose",
which means God's purpose is not subject to change, if it were then it would not
be eternal. (Eph 3:11). For
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that which is eternal cannot be subject to change, for the moment it changes it
ceases to be eternal.
(b) God is a God who plans. The purposes of God are not left to evolve
haphazardly, but are unfolded through the revelations of divine planning over
periodic dispensations of time. (Eph 1:10). God works to a very intricate
timetable.
(c) God is a God of Counsel. With whom does God sit in counsel? (Isa 40:1314).With Himself, for God purposes all things according to the counsel of His
own will. (Eph 1:9,11). A will automatically denotes a mind creating thought.
Hence Paul speaks of the "Mystery of His will". It is our responsibility to seek to
understand the Mystery.
Note: Mystery must not be confused with Mysticism. A mystery contains truth
that can be known, whereas mysticism supposedly holds knowledge that can
never be known.
(d) God is a God of Wisdom. All the works of creation are the sum total of the
wisdom of God. We as the church must understand the manifold wisdom of
God. (Eph 3:9-10). Many confuse the issue of knowledge and wisdom, thinking
that an increase in knowledge automatically implies an increase in wisdom. It
must be understood that wisdom is not knowledge.
Wisdom is the ability to handle and apply knowledge correctly. Prov. 15:2.

Wisdom is the ability to handle
and apply knowledge correctly.
(Prov 15:2).
In our pursuit of a clearer understanding then of the Word of God, and thereby the mind
of God, for His Word and His Mind must be viewed as one and the selfsame thing, it
would be advantageous to consider the prayer of Paul in his introductory remarks to the
Colossian Church.
Col. 1:9-10. "That you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom
and spiritual understanding; that you might have a walk worthy of the Lord, fully
pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge
of God'.
(a) It is the believer's responsibility to "be filled with the knowledge of His
will", that is he must read it, study it, meditate upon it and memorize it. As the
Apostle Paul exhorted Timothy: (II Tim 2:15). Ignorance will never be accepted
by God as an excuse for not knowing, it is our duty to find out. God has also
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given to us the ministry of the Holy Spirit to lead and guide us into all truth.
(b) Wisdom is something that we choose. Remembering, as we have stated
earlier, wosdom is not in itself knowledge, but rather the ability to handle
knowledge.

wisdom is not in itself knowledge,
but rather the ability to
handle knowledge,
we therefore determine our wisdom by the choices we make to practically apply
what we know. We can choose, after having heard the Word, to obey or disobey.
Jesus in His parable of building on either rock or sand, likened the wise man as
one who hears as well as does. (Matt. 7:24).
(c) Spiritual understanding is knowing not only what God has said, but also
why He has said it. Not just what He has done but why He has done it. This
also applies to not only what He has planned and purposed but why He has
done so. Having that understanding enables the believer to maintain momentum
in his pursuit of excellence, especially through difficult times.
(d) A believer, so walking, will bring pleasure to the heart of God. It is one
thing to say "Smile, God loves you", but it is another to know "that He is
pleased with you". The fact that God loves us has to with relationship, we are
His children. As to whether or not He is pleased with us, has to do with our
conduct as His children.

Man's Place in God's Eternal Purpose
Having established the importance of, knowing and understanding God, we will start in
the beginning of Genesis chapter one to consider,

(1) The fact that God made man, and then
(2) Why God made man.
Genesis 1:26-28. "Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according
to our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds
of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing
that creeps on the earth". So God created man in His own image; in the image
of God He created him; male and female He created them. Then God blessed
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them, and God said to them, "be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue
it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over
every living thing that moves on the earth."
Couched within these three verses of scripture is the plan, the purpose, and destiny of
man. Primarily man was created to have dominion over all the works of God's hand.
However, the question that must be faced if we are to understand and see the realization
of the purposes of God fulfilled in our own personal lives is:

After having created man, did or did
not God give man dominion? The
answer is an emphatic no!
It is true that man was created to have dominion, but it must be understood, that to have
the right of something and to actually posses it are two entirely different things. To
illustrate, a pedestrian has the right of way when he steps on to a pedestrian crossing.
The right of way is his by right of law, however if the motorist does not stop and yield
right of way to the pedestrian, but proceeds regardless, then the pedestrian does not
have right of way, even though he is entitled to it.

Dominion, Conditional or Unconditional?
Here lies the key to a clear insight into man's right of dominion. The question arises:
was dominion available to man unconditionally, or was it offered on the basis of
conditions? Right at the commencement of man's history we are
confronted with the concept of "God's sovereignty" versus "Human responsibility".
Human responsibility is an area overlooked by many. For well over 150 years, the
fundamental evangelical, has stressed, rightfully so, a salvation based on grace alone
through faith and not of works. But in doing so many are often guilty of over looking
the responsibility of a believer to be fruitful in every good work. We are quick to read:
Eph. 2:8-9. "For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of
yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast".
In these two verses the Apostle's emphasis is on the grace of God, that is "Divine
sovereignty", he then moves to shift the focus in the next verse to "human
responsibility":
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Eph 2:10. "For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them".
Although man is not saved by works, he is saved for works and it is on the basis of hs
works that he will ultimately be rewarded.

it is on the basis of his works that he
will ultimately be rewarded.
Cf I Cor 3:8.
The above case may be argued by some in making reference to the following scripture:
ISA 64:6 "But we are all as an unclean [thing], and all our righteousness
[are] as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the
wind, have taken us away."
With respect to the experience of initial salvation, this would very much apply. But as
to a believer responding to God's call to labour after salvation to be accounted worthy of
reward, then the application of the above verse has no relevancy.
NB. When speaking of "human responsibility," or man at work, we are not referring to a
labour of human strength independent of God, for that would be mere humanism. In the
words of Paul in I Cor 3:9. "We are God's fellow workers." Or as the KJV puts it, "Colabourers together with Christ". Likewise
Jesus states in John 15:5. ".......without me you can do nothing". In accomplishing any
task accredited to a believer's reward, a total dependency upon God's enabling is always
understood to be imperative.
In ascertaining a believer's area of responsibility, a good guide line is the observation of
such small words as: be, be not, do, do not, let, let not, put off, put on, etc. These always
denote “human responsibility”. Returning to our text in Genesis 1, we see the use of two
of these terms:
(a) Let us make man in our image.
(b) Let them have dominion.
Firstly, the Lord speaks saying: "Let us", who then is the "us"? This refers to God the
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. Therefore who is responsible? In this first
instance, God is responsible. Secondly, the Lord goes on to speak saying "and let them
(man) have dominion". Here we see a paradigm shift in the area of responsibility from
God to man. In this shift of responsibility from God to man, God does not cease entirely
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to be responsible in that He enlightens, and enables man to carry out His will. But man
must be responsible and choose to obey the revealed will of God.

But man must be responsible and choose
to obey the revealed will of God.
In this particular case we are studying, is man enlightened to the will of God? Secondly
is man instructed on the question of procedure to fulfill that will? After God had created
both the man and the woman, He said to them: "Be fruitful, multiply and replenish the
earth, subdue it, and have dominion". In this statement we see the divine revealed will
of God, in that He created man to have dominion, He also instructs the man and the
woman on the steps they must take to achieve that dominion. Therefore we conclude
that dominion was not given to man unconditionally, but conditionally. That if man were
to achieve the commands of God, to be fruitful, to multiply, and to subdue, he would
then be equipped to rule.

Have Dominion
Subdue
Multiply
Be Fruitful
Adam Created

God’s intention for man was to occupy a position of rulership or dominion on a throne
of authority in the kingdom of God’s domain here on earth. However, to place man
in that position without adequate training and preparation would not be advisable.
God therefore made known His intention to Adam and then called Adam to a walk of
obedience that would equip him for such a position of responsibility.
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EQUIPPED FOR THE KINGDOM
Chapter Three

The Necessity of Being Equipped
In the previous chapter we have already established that dominion was not given to man
unconditionally. Man being challenged to take dominion, had to climb the steps leading
to the throne through a walk of obedience, thus fulfilling the divine purposes of God. In
our understanding of the purposes of God, another question now confronts us; why did
God desire man to qualify for dominion, why did He not create man equipped and place
him unconditionally upon the throne of His Kingdom?

Jesus the Example
In answering the above question it would be well for us to consider the path walked
by Jesus Himself in ascending to the throne where He now sits at the right hand of
the Father. In studying the life of Christ, we are informed prophetically, in the Old
Testament, how He would come, born of a virgin in a manger in Bethlehem. Then in
the New Testament we follow the history of Christ's life from His birth as a helpless,
vulnerable little babe, until He is ultimately crucified at the age of thirty three by the hand
of man, to be then resurrected and finally ascend to the throne of glory.
A point worth pondering is: why did the Father have His Son born into this world as a
totally dependent little babe? Why did He not come riding upon a chariot of glory at an
adult age, and then begin His three and a half years of ministry? It was the purpose of the
Father to demonstrate to this world that Kingdom character cannot be created, it must be
developed through a voluntary walk of obedience.

Kingdom Character cannot be created,
it must be developed through a
voluntary walk of obedience,

thus equipping one worthy of rulership. To impose obedience would reduce any
relationship to that which characterises puppetry.
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To impose obedience would reduce
any relationship to that which
characterizes puppetry.
Jesus, as son of man, was not born perfect nor automatically obedient, but rather chose
obedience through choice.
Heb 5:8-9
" Though he were a Son, yet learned He obedience by the things
which He suffered; and having been perfected, He became the author of eternal
salvation to all who obey Him."
From the above scripture we understand that obedience was learned not imposed.
Through His entire life and ministry, Jesus was conscious of fulfilling the will of His
Father, repeatedly stating:

"For I have not come to do my own will, but the will of Him who sent
me", "The works that I do are not my works but the Father works in me." "For I can of myself do nothin
(John 5:30, 6:38, 6:33.)
At all times Jesus was constantly aware of His utter dependency on the Father and
thereby willingly submitted Himself to His Father’s will., thus choosing the pathway
of obedience unto perfection. As a result the Father highly exalted Him to the throne of
glory, giving Him a name above every other name. Jesus did not therefore, inherit the
throne on the basis of "the right of succession" just because He was the Son of God, but
because He merited the right to do so, being the overcomer that He was. (Rev. 3:21).

The Question of Obedience and Sin
A call to obedience is not the result of sin, but an avoidance of sin. Such being the case
one might well ask the question: Could Jesus, as Son of Man, have sinned? Some would
throw up their hands in horror at the mere thought of the suggestion. We know that Jesus
did not sin, to that there is no doubt, but could He have? This
is what we must consider. Here we must introduce the question of "will". Man, being
made in the image of God, was made with a distinctive free will which granted him
freedom of choice. That is, man could choose to obey or disobey the will of God.

Freedom to Choose
On the question of "will", did Jesus, as Son of Man, have that same distinctive will
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enabling Him to have that same freedom of choice as did the first Adam? In his record
of the Life of Christ, Luke quotes the Lord on this issue:
Luke 22:42 "Father, if it is your will, remove this cup from me; nevertheless not
my will, but yours, be done".
There is no clearer example than the above to illustrate that Jesus had a will that was
distinctive from that of the Father. Jesus did not want to drink the cup, however He did
very much want to do the Father's will. If the will of the Father was for Him to drink the
cup, even though He did not want to, He would willingly drink it. All the way through
His life and ministry, Jesus kept His self will crucified through the principle of the cross,
“ denial of self”. We might well say with respect to the question of sin, that Jesus
could not because He would not. Never the less it was still a matter of choice. Thus we
establish that a call to obedience was not as a result of sin, but rather to avoid sin.

a call to obedience was not as a result
of sin, but rather to avoid sin.
Jesus thus demonstrated to mankind the possibility of what could be achieved through
the "power of Choice". As Paul put it to the Hebrews:
Heb. 4:15. "For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our
weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin".
To clarify this a little further, we ask: was Jesus incapable of sinning, or capable of not
sinning? The first of these two statements completely eliminates His freedom to choose,
reducing the Lord to a characterless, robotic, or puppetry relationship with the Father.
Whereas the second statement shows that the Lord,
because of His love for the Father, chose not to sin, even though He could have done so.
This latter relationship is what the heart of God longs for.

A relationship based on love where one
chooses to submit, obey and thus serve,
not because he has to, but because
he chooses to do so.
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This aspect of man could not be created, but God in making man in His image, made
man with the capacity to develop such a relationship, thus developing a character fitting
him to rule in the economy of God's Kingdom.

Jesus, Tempted in the Wilderness
To strengthen the argument a little more, let us consider the fact that Jesus claimed to be
an overcomer. What then did He overcome? If He were incapable of sinning, then He
did not overcome sin, neither could He have overcome the Devil who would have been
rendered powerless if Jesus could not have sinned. In fact the whole exercise of Jesus
being led into the wilderness for the purpose of being tempted by the Devil would have
been totally needless. It is argued by some that the temptations Jesus were submitted
to in the wilderness experience, were external temptations and had no effect upon the
divine nature of Christ, which cannot sin. In contrast to the divine nature of Christ, He
was also man and as man possessed the right of freedom of choice. It was in this area as
man with the freedom to choose that Jesus was tempted. It is in His humanity that Jesus
was victorious and became the overcomer that qualified Him for a place on the Father’s
throne (Rev 3:21). Not only was He victorious, He was seen to be victorious through
testing.

Internal Testing at Gethsemane
Is there a case to be argued that Jesus was not only tempted from without but also from
within? By within we mean within His humanity, the self will. We return to the earlier
text from Luke:
Luke 22:42 “Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me,
not my will but yours be done.”

nevertheless

Jesus Himself stated “My will, your will” that is “not mine, but yours”. If these wills
were in harmony, He would have prayed “let our will be done”. Because the self will
was opposed to the divine will,

Jesus applied the cross principle of
“denial of self” and yielded to the
divine will of the Father.
Unlike the wilderness, this temptation was not from an external source but was a
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struggle from within. The self will versus the divine. In the former case He overcame
both sin and Satan, but in this latter case it is the flesh He overcomes. Jesus is, as He
claimed to be, an overcomer, having overcome sin, Satan and the flesh.

The Hebrew Contribution
One further portion of scripture to solidify the discussion is the text in the Hebrew
Epistle:
Heb 4:15 “For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our
weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin.”
Two portions of this verse we do well to examine:
(a) He was tempted “in all points”
(b) He was tempted “as we are”.
Jesus was put to the test and proven victorious in all points of humanity both internal as
well as external, not just some. Secondly He was tempted “as we are”. In what way are
we tempted? Man is tempted possessing within the self will the potential to sin. Even
Adam, who knew no sin prior to the fall, was tempted with the potential to sin which lay
in the self will. If we state that Jesus was incapable
of sinning instead of, capable of not sinning, due to there being no potential to sin, then
Jesus was not tempted “as we are” ie. with the potential to sin.
James in his Epistle distinguishes between external and internal temptation and the
necessity of being proven to obtain the crown of life. He refers to

the necessity of trials (external) to produce
the quality of patience conducive to
kingdom character. Ch 1:1-4
whereas in verses 12-15 the subject is temptation (internal) which emanate from the
desires of the self will. Both external and internal trials and temptation prepare the man,
equipping him for the crown of life to take his place as a joint heir with Christ upon the
throne of the kingdom. Likewise the Lord in His humanity possessed the appetites of a
normal man, hunger, thirst and sexual. These are internal, not external. Jesus at all times
kept the appetites of His body under constant discipline, being master of them and never
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allowing them to be master of Him.
NB: When referring to the question of man, and Christ as Son of man, possessing
freedom of choice. Such choices of right and wrong, acceptance or rejection, obedience
or disobedience, can only be made within an environment of the absolutes of the counsel
of God. For God, when placing man into the environment of free choice in the garden,
in no uncertain terms, spelt out to Adam the choices he could make and the subsequent
consequences of them. For God at all times reserves the right to absolutely declare a
standard of what is right and what is wrong..

The Purpose of Preparation
Having enlarged on the conditional qualifications for rulership or dominion in the
Kingdom, and having established the concept of maturity of character being developed
through a walk of obedience, we will now return to our text in Genesis one. After
completing the making of man, both male and female, God then instructs them
concerning the right of dominion being conditional upon them walking in obedience and
reveals to them the steps He had laid out for them to

achieve. These steps to be climbed in the face of opposition, which God in His wisdom,
permitted to exist as such opposition perfects the character of man, as we have already
discussed in the James chapter one example.

Adam, Capable or not Capable of Sinning
We now apply the rationale regarding sin to Adam as we have done to Christ. Was
Adam incapable of sinning? The answer is an obvious no, for Adam sinned. But was
Adam capable of not sinning, as well as being capable of sinning? To this, we answer
yes. Adam had the capability of sinning or not sinning. The whole outcome was solely
based upon the choice or choices Adam would make. Either of obedience to Life, or
disobedience to death. Thus man's destiny was determined by man himself, ie human
responsibility. Although God planned man's destiny, He did not predetermine it.
At this point, the question might well be asked: "was Adam in a position to make such
a choice"? We know that Adam made a wrong choice, but who was to blame, man or
God? Some say God, implying that if God had not placed the tree of knowledge in the
garden, then man could not have eaten it. Which would be similar to saying that if a
negligent mother had not left the gate open, her little daughter could not have run out
onto the road and been killed. Unlike Jesus, the first Adam was not born a helpless little
babe, but was made a mature adult with sound ability to reason, therefore capable of
making a wise choice. God himself had educated Adam in this direction, having spelt
out to him the choices he could make:
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(a) He could eat the tree of life and live, or:
(b) He could eat the tree of knowledge and die.
Adam, therefore, was not ignorant regarding these two points, he had been enlightened.
God, having instructed him, left him to make his own choice. Here we must realize,

although man is free to choose, he is not
free to choose the consequences
resulting from his choices.

He must accept the consequences that are the outcome of his decisions. For God told
him, not only what to do, but also what would be the result of his actions. Obey and live,
disobey and die.

The Question of Deception
Having been informed, Adam could not be deceived on this issue. Paul makes this point
clear in his First Epistle to Timothy:
I Tim. 2:14. "And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived, fell
into transgression".

The meaning of deception, is to believe
something to be true when it is not. If
we know something to be true, then
we cannot be deceived.
This does not protect us from sin, for we can sin wilfully after having received a
knowledge of the truth, as did Adam. Why is it then, that Eve was deceived and not
Adam? As we have stated Adam was informed. Why Adam and not Eve? When God
originally made man, He made Adam first, then planted the garden, placing man into it,
and then instructing the man that he could eat freely the fruit of every tree in the garden,
but not the fruit of the tree of knowledge. He went on to warn the man that if he were to
disobey and eat the fruit of the tree of knowledge he would surely die. Where was Eve
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at this time? At this stage she had not been created. For God went on to say from this
point: "It is not good for man to dwell alone". It was after this that God created Eve.
Satan, knowing that Eve was not present when God had instructed Adam not to eat the
fruit of the tree of knowledge, and therefore did not directly hear God say it, attacks Eve
with the suggestive question:
Gen. 3:1b "Has God indeed said, 'you shall not eat of every tree in the garden' ?"

Usually, most place the emphasis on the word said, i.e. Has God indeed "said". Meaning
was it said, or was it not said? But if we place the emphasis more correctly on the word
God and not said, i.e. Has God indeed said. We change then, the meaning from, was it or
was it not said, to, accepting that it was said, but who said it. Questioning, not what was
said but the authority of what was said. It is obvious that Eve was aware that it had been
said as she quoted a distorted view to Satan. As Eve was not present at the time God said
it, from whom then did Eve hear it? She obviously heard it from Adam at a later time as
Adam repeated it to her. Now Adam knew God had definitely said it, because he heard
God say it. Whereas Eve was only told that God had said it, she herself had not heard him.
On that basis Eve was a candidate for deception and not Adam. We might put it another
way: Adam had first hand knowledge, Eve had second hand knowledge.
This must stand as a vital warning to us today.

We cannot build our faith on second
hand, or hearsay knowledge.
By first hand knowledge we mean divine revelation to our spirit, by second hand
knowledge we mean intellectual knowledge. This point was stressed by the Lord when
asking His disciples "Who do you say I am?" and Peter answered; "You are the Christ
the Son of the living God".(Matt. 16:16). Jesus commends Peter for his answer, not
only because Peter gave the right answer intellectually, but because flesh and blood had
not revealed this to him, but the Father in Heaven. In other words, Peter answered out
of divine revelation. It is upon this divine revelation, that Jesus is the Christ the Son of
the living God, He builds His Church. This does not eliminate the need of the human
channel, God's delegated authority, for such was Adam at that time. But in hearing God's
delegated authority, we need to meditate on the word received to enable it to develop
from intellectual understanding to divine revelation in our spirits.
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Preservation From Sin
Adams call to obedience came prior to the fall. Had Adam obeyed, through embracing the
cross principle, he would not have sinned. Because most view the cross only from a
redemptive point of view, often the larger purpose of the cross is overlooked. On the
subject of the cross, we pick up again the theme of "divine
sovereignty" and "human responsibility". We will consider two aspects of the cross:
(a) The divine work of the cross, accomplished by the Lord.
(b) The righteous walk of the cross, man's responsibility.
Matt. 16:24-25. "Then said Jesus to His disciples, "If anyone desires to come
after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. For whoever
desires to save his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find
it"."
From this text in Matthew's Gospel, the challenge to take up the cross is given to the
believer, not the unbeliever. Jesus did not invite us to take up “His” cross, but to take
up “our” own cross.

We take up the cross by applying the
principle of “self denial”. God places
the cross "before" us, never "on" us,
and then invites us to take it up.
A matter of human responsibility resulting from the choice we as individuals make, God
never imposes it upon us.
The redemptive work of the cross, accomplished by Jesus when He was crucified
upon a literal cross, and thereby accomplishing the divine work of the cross, redeemed
man from sin accounting him now righteous before God. This righteousness, is the
righteousness of Christ, imputed to man based on Christ's finished work. Man has
no part in its accomplishment at all. Having now been justified, and standing righteous
before God in Christ, he is now invited to take up his cross, not to redeem him from sin
as that has already taken place, but now to protect him from sin, and empower him in the
process of sanctification. As Paul teaches in his first Corinthian Epistle.
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I Cor. 1:18. "For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but
to us who are being saved it is the power of God".
In what way then is this message of the cross the power of God? Its message, or
principle is: "Denial of Self". When the cross is voluntarily taken up, and this principle
of denial of self is in operation, the believer is protected from sin. Because the old
self nature is crucified thus allowing the new nature of Christ in the believer to take
preeminence. As Paul states it in his Galatian Epistle:
Gal 2:20. "I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ
lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of
God, who loved me and gave Himself for me."

The Cross a Daily Choice

Taking up the cross is the responsibility of
the believer, and it is a daily challenge.
In Luke 9:23, speaking of taking up the cross, Luke emphasizes the "daily " necessity
to do so. In I Corinthians 15:31, Paul stated that he died daily. When Jesus had
accomplished the work of the cross through death, proclaimed that His work on earth
had finished. "I have finished the work you gave me to do." This was His declaration to
the Father. But for man, his area of responsibility pertaining to the cross had just began,
it is a daily responsibility that will not cease until we enter the Millennial rest awaiting
us at Christ's return. To whom then does God place the cross before? The Believer.
Coming back to Adam, facing the choice of obedience or disobedience, Adam, who
at this stage knew no sin, could choose to either; please God, and deny himself, or;
please himself and deny God. In essence God had placed the cross, not literally but
in principle, before Adam. Adam could either embrace its principle and deny himself,
or he could reject it and please himself and in so doing deny the purpose of God. Had
he embraced the cross he would not have sinned, thus the cross is the power of God to
protect a believer from sin. In like manner because Jesus embraced the principle of the
cross through his entire life and ministry, he therefore knew no sin, the power of the
cross protecting and preserving Him from sin.
In a recent discussion of this topic, with a learned friend, who takes the differing stand
that Jesus was “incapable of sinning” as against “being capable of not
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sinning”, he challenged me with two questions. If the principle of the cross (self denial)
preserved Christ from sinning in his adult life from twelve years of age onwards, what
kept Him from sin through childhood? And secondly, if Jesus had sinned then God
would have sinned, in that Jesus as Son of Man was also Son of God, the two natures
being distinct but inseparable?
After consideration I feel the answer to the first lies in Paul’s line of reasoning in that at
all times God remains in control of the degree of temptation that He will have His saints
exposed to, as seen in the Corinthian Epistle:
I Cor 10:13 “No temptation has overcome you except such as is common to man;
but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what
you
are
able.........”
The answer must lie, therefore, in the faithfulness of God’s grace, in that He would not
have His Son exposed to the onslaught of Satan until He was able to bear it.
With respect to the second challenge, God in His foreknowledge knew that His Son would
endure and thus demonstrate that which Adam had failed to do thereby showing it could
have been done. To demonstrate such a feat Jesus would have had to stand where Adam
stood in human flesh with the potential to sin, but also the capability from that position to
not sin.

The Walk of the Cross Human Responsibility
When Adam was faced with the cross in principle, at that stage he knew not sin, likewise
Jesus knew not sin. The believer, therefore, having the question of sin taken care of by
Jesus fulfilling the work of the cross, now stands on redemption ground ready to respond
to the command of God. "Take up your cross and follow me". He is now in a position to
exercise human responsibility to commit himself to

a walk of obedience embracing the
principle of the cross "denial of self",
and progress toward the call of God, for which he was created.

Thus the original purpose and plan of God in calling man to: “be fruitful, multiply,
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subdue, and have dominion", has not changed. The path set before Adam is now set
before those who have been redeemed.

The believer is now redeemed from sin,
that he might be called to fulfil the
purposes of God which He purposed
for man in the beginning, to have
dominion.
The fact that Adam plunged into sin through wilful disobedience, has in no way changed
God's overall eternal purpose to have a company of elect sons to rule and reign over the
economy of His Kingdom.
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ELECTION TO THE KINGDOM
Chapter Four
Called to Election
As we have already established, Adam was not given automatic rulership, but was given
the right to rule, which he could achieve by a progressive walk of obedience and thereby
obtain the place of dominion. The same principle also applies with respect to "election".
Is man given the automatic right of election into the Kingdom because he is redeemed?
Or, as we have considered in the case of dominion, is "election" granted on the basis of
merit, the believer having to qualify for election? To every believer is given the right
of election, but as we mentioned earlier, to have the right of something and to actually
possess it are two entirely different things. As to qualifying worthy for election, Peter puts
it clearly in his second epistle:
II Pet. 1:10-11. "Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your calling
and election sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble; for so an
entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ".
Peter shows by these verses and those preceding them, that man is responsible to add to
his faith and give the necessary diligence to qualify for election,

Man is responsible to add to his faith
and give the necessary diligence for
election.
suggesting the possibility of stumbling and as a result, not finishing the race, and thereby
being disqualified.
Therefore God's election of man to rulership in His Kingdom, is not because He favours
a select few based solely on His sovereign right to do so, but rather on the basis of man
responding to His call in the exercising of human responsibility. Man must add to his
faith, give diligence, walk worthy, endure, be steadfast etc. For God is a rewarder of
diligence.
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Election and Foreknowledge
Such an election must be understood in relationship to God's "foreknowledge". The
ability to know before hand. This does not imply that because God foreknows He
therefore predetermines. With respect to man's destiny, God has predestined not
predetermined it. To establish this point we will examine a text from Paul's epistle to the
Romans.
Rom. 8:28-29. "And we know that all things work together for good to those who
love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. For whom He
fore knew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He
might be the firstborn among many brethren".
In the first of these verses we see that Paul refers to a people who are called. By the
term "the called" he is referring to a select people and not all people. They are those who
love God and as a result have responded to the call of God. This raises the question, to
what are they called. Some, who follow what is known as Calvinism, or more commonly
referred today as Reformed Theology, suggest that God calls man to be saved, and as
a result of being saved he has arrived at his destination and therefore qualifies as God's
elect. Salvation being the basis for election. Such doctrine maintains that God elects
some to be saved and some not to be saved, according to His divine sovereign right. In
examining this thought we do well to ask the question: "How many would God have
perish?". The scriptures themselves answer this question:
II Pet. 3:9. "The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count
slackness, but is long-suffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but
that all should come to repentance".
If God would have none perish, to then proclaim a doctrine that states God would only
select some to be saved and not others based solely on His sovereign right to do so,
would contradict the character of God and make Him to be contradictory to His Word.
Further to this question of election, we might ask, for whom did Christ die, for all or for
some?
Again, let the scriptures speak:
John 3:16-17. "For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. For
God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world
through Him might be saved".

The phrase: "God so loved the world" is referring to all of mankind, not just some. The
sphere: "Whoever believes in Him" is open to every nation, kindred and tongue, none are
exempt. Therefore we can conclude that man is not "called to be saved", but "saved to be
called".
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Man is not called to be saved, but
saved to be called.
God first saves us and then calls us. This line of thinking is supported by Paul in his
second letter to Timothy:
II Tim. 1:9. "Who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to
our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was given to us in
Christ Jesus before time began".
Two things are evident here, firstly, God has saved us, secondly, God has called us. He
first saves us and then calls us. Both salvation and our calling are solely by grace and not
of works. But having been saved we are called "to work", not "by works". Paul's letter to
the Ephesians supports this point.
Eph. 2:8-10. "for by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of
yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. For we are
His workmanship created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand that we should walk in them".
We emphasize the point that we are created, or recreated through the redeeming work of
Christ, for the purpose of being a people involved in good works. We do well to remember
that Adam was placed in the garden of Eden and was commanded to keep it and to dress
it. This was not as a result of sin, as he was commissioned to do this prior to falling in sin.
As a result of sin man was to work by the "sweat of his brow". That is to say the toil of
man was greatly intensified because of sin. However this does not alter the fact that after
God created man, He commissioned man to work.
The Divine Attributes of God
The fact that God "foretells events" and "foreknows people" means that He foresees
what a man will do or not do when confronted with the revelation of God's purposes. God
knows who will respond and who will reject. God does not
predetermine who will respond and who will reject. Man by the right of choice has the
freedom to choose to accept or reject what God offers. In that sense man determines
his own destiny. Unlike man, God is not confined to an environment of space and time.
God is outside both space and time. Firstly God is omnipresent, meaning that He is
everywhere at any given time. Secondly God is a omniscient, meaning that He is all
knowing. Because God is eternal and therefore not subject to time, He sees the end
from the beginning, even before we have lived it. Again we stress that although God
foresees what a man will do, He does not predetermine what a man will do, man himself
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determines his actions by his choices.

The Freedom of Choice Argued in Romans
Two classic examples from the scriptures in Romans chapter nine support this line of
reasoning. The first is that of Esau and Jacob. While the two babies were yet in their
mother's womb, God spoke and said, "Jacob have I loved and Esau have I hated". This
He said while they were still in their mother's womb having done neither good nor evil.
The question arises, would God remove the birth right, according to His word, from the
eldest and give it to the youngest just because he had the sovereign right to do so? Again
this would challenge the character of God. More to the point, God in His foreknowledge
looked down the corridors of time and foresaw that Esau would despise his birthright,
whereas Jacob would covert the birthright. God having foreseen this prophesied
accordingly.
The second example is that of the two vessels made from the one lump of clay. One is
made unto honour, the other unto dishonour. As these two represent the nation of Israel,
and the other the Church, people are involved. Whenever God challenges man, He never
overrides the will of man,

God never overrides the will of
man
neither does He ever take the right of freedom to choose from man. Understanding this
we see that God from the one lump of clay made both. It does not say that He made one
an honourable vessel and the other a dishonourable one. It says He made one "unto"
honor and the other "unto" dishonour. That means to say that He made them both,
one through choices of disobedience, became a vessel of dishonour, the other through
obedience became a vessel of honour. This
does not alter the fact that God made both vessels from the same lump of clay. This line
of interpretation is strongly supported in:
II Tim 2:21 “Therefore if anyone cleanses himself from the latter, he will be a
vessel of honour, sanctified and useful for the Master, prepared for
every good
work”.
Applying this principle to or own personal lives, God does not make us honourable
nor dishonourable. He makes us, gives us the right of choice, teaches us, guides
us, enlightens us, but He does not choose for us. We make our own choices, and
subsequently determine our destiny.
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We make our own choices, and subsequently determine our destiny.
If through rebellion and rejection, hardening his heart against God's will, as did Israel,
a man would become a vessel of dishonour. In contrast, through submission and
obedience to the will of God, a man would become a vessel of honour.

Called to The Kingdom
Having established that a believer is not called to be saved, but saved to be called. The
question arises, to what is the believer called. An examination of scripture reveal a
number of answers to the question. We will list a few of them:
(a) We are called to His Kingdom and Glory - I Thessalonians 2:12.
(b) We are called to be conformed to the image of Christ - Rom 8:29.
(c) We are called to Glory and Virtue - II Peter 1:3.
(d) We are called to Holiness - Ephesians 1:4, I Peter 1:16
To sum all these up in one word, we would refer to Jesus' teaching in the sermon on the
mount:
Matthew 5:48. "Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your father in heaven is
perfect".

The subject of perfection was a focal point in both the teachings of Jesus and the Apostle
Paul. Jesus had said to the rich young man in Matthew nineteen, "If you
want to be perfect...". Also in John’s Gospel, Jesus is recorded as praying for the
perfection of believers through relationship with Him. Paul speaks of a desire to
"present every man perfect in Christ Jesus", Colossians 1:28. He challenges the Hebrew
Christians to "go on to perfection", Hebrews 6:1. It was also Paul's passion to attain to
perfection as recorded in his testimony in Philippians 3:12-15. It must be understood
that perfection is a relative term. By that we mean there must be a standard to which
perfection is relative in a given situation. From the scriptures we understand that the
standard of perfection is Jesus Himself. Hence, we are called to a conformity to the
image of Jesus Christ. (Rom 8:29).

We are called to a conformity to the
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image of Jesus Christ.
Man is created "in" the image of God, but we are called to be conformed "to" the image
of God. To illustrate this point, suppose a man applies to join a sports club. The moment
he has paid the fee and has been accepted by the committee, he is then "in" the club, that
is, he is now a member. But to be conformed "to" the club, he must obey the rules and
maintain a level of behavior acceptable to the club. In similar manner man, when born
again becomes a member of the body of Christ, the Church, and as a believer bearing
the name of the Lord, must walk worthy as a citizen of the Kingdom. Let the scripture
support this view:
Paul Writes:
I Thes. 2:12. "That you would have a walk worthy of God who calls you into His
own kingdom and glory"
.
II Thes. 1:4-5. "So that we ourselves boast of you among the churches of God for
your patience and faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that you endure,
which is manifest evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be
counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you also suffer.”
Eph. 4:1 “I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to have a
worthy of the calling with which you were called....”

walk

Jesus Speaks:
Luke 20:35 “But those who are counted worthy to attain that age, and the
resurrection from the dead.................”
Rev. 3:4 “....and they shall walk with me in white, for they are worthy”
Matt. 5:20 “For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness
of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the
kingdom of heaven.”

Christ and Election:
In the previous chapter, the matter as to whether Jesus, “as Son of Man,” could or could
not sin, was looked into. In a similar manner the question of Christ’s election must also be
a matter for consideration.
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Jesus had for approximately three and a half years, faithfully fulfilled the work the Father
had given Him to do. Now at its completion, Jesus travails in prayer in the Garden of
Gethsemane. We will take it up from John’s Gospel:
John 17:1 “Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said:
Father,the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son also may
glorify
you.”
John 17:4-5 “I have glorified you on the earth. I have finished the work
you have given me to do. And now, O Father, glorify me together with
with the glory which I had with you before the world was.”

which
yourself,

No greater ministry reveals the true heart of a man than the sincere content of his prayer.
In anguish of soul, to the point of sweating great drops of blood, Jesus travailed in prayer
to His Father. His cry was for glorification. On what basis did Jesus make this request? No
less than the fact that He had glorified the Father here on earth:
“I have glorified you on the earth”.
In what manner did He do that? Jesus Himself tells us in His following statement:
“I have finished the work you have given me to do”.

Upon the understanding that the reward of glorification is based upon faithful
completion of responsibility through a life and ministry of obedience, Jesus put forth His
request. Basing it not on His position as Son, but His faithful performance as a Son.
Having been called by God His Father to walk the path of obedience, as son of man, the
path in which Adam had failed, Jesus had unerringly completed the journey and thereby
was perfected and equipped to become the author of eternal salvation to all who walk
the same path of obedience. (Heb 5:8)
Hence the Lord in His message to the Laodicean Church in Revelation 3: 21 stated:
Rev 3:21 “To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with me on my
throne, as I also overcame and sat down with my Father on His throne”
Again from the above scripture, we see Jesus acknowledged that the position of
exaltation to sit with His Father upon His Father’s throne, was granted on the basis
that He had overcome. Not for the reason that He was the Son of God, but elected on
the basis that as the Son of man He had merited the right to do so through a faithful
victorious ministry.
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Conclusion:
Let it be understood that, if in the case of Jesus, His exaltation to full glory was based on
a finished work,

Jesus exaltation to full glory was
based on a finished work.
should not the believer’s exaltation and election be based in similar manner, that is, on
the basis of a finished work. Paul himself acknowledging this principle stated:
II Tim 2:10-12 “Therefore I endure all things for the sake of the elect,
that
they also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with
eternal glory. This is
a faithful saying: For if we died with Him, we shall also live with Him. If we endure, we
shall also reign with Him......”
Hence his following exhortation to Timothy based on the previous verses:
II Tim 2:15 “Be diligent to present your self approved to God, a worker who
does not need to be ashamed.........”
Paul himself reassuring both himself and Timothy, that at the end of his own ministry, he
was assured of a victor’s crown.
II Tim 4:7-8 “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have
kept the faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness...........”
Let the believer likewise be motivated by the same principle, election on the basis of a
faithful finished work, stand before the Lord to hear the words:
Matt 25:21 “His Lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you
were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the
joy of your Lord.’”
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THE LOSS OF THE KINGDOM
By the term Kingdom in this context we refer to the Messianic Kingdom, that is; the one
thousand year reign of Christ’s Kingdom here on the earth. Is the right of entrance into
this Kingdom automatically guaranteed the believer solely on the basis that he is born
again and therefore a child of God? Or is this Kingdom to be gained through faithful work
and ministry, and thereby the believer is judged worthy of the Kingdom? These questions
we must address, for if the Kingdom can be lost or denied to some believer’s, then a
warning needs be sounded.
Jesus began the training of His disciples, equipping them for service in ministry, with
a series of studies, recorded by Matthew, known as “the sermon on the mount”. After
sharing with them the principles of attitudinal being, He then approached the subject of
the relevancy of law and the Kingdom. He informs them that although He has come with
a message of grace and forgiveness, this by no means implies that the law has, as many
today would put it, “been done away with”. He came not to destroy but to fulfill:
Matt 5:17 “Do not think that I came to destroy the law or the Prophets. I did not
come to destroy but to fulfill.”
On the basis of the above statement He then went on to warn them, that if they did not
heed and teach the law, they would run the risk of being relegated to least in the Kingdom.

They could run the risk of being
considered least in the Kingdom.

Whereas if they were to do and teach the commandments they would be received as great
in the Kingdom:
Matt 5:19 “Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of these
commandments, and teaches men so, shall be called least in the Kingdom
notes
of heaven; but whoever does and teaches them, he shall be called great in the
Kingdom of heaven.”
The warning does not stop there, for Jesus goes on to say that unless a
certain level of righteousness is achieved, they stood the risk of being
denied entrance into the Kingdom:
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They could run the risk of being denied
entrance into the Kingdom.

Matt 5:20 “For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the
righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter
the
Kingdom of heaven.”
Remember it was to the disciples that Jesus was speaking, the warning therefore was
directed to them. The possibility that the Kingdom could be lost. It may be argued that
Jesus was only referring to the hypocrisy of the Pharisees. By the term “righteousness of
the Pharisees,” Jesus was referring to the righteousness of the law. This is substantiated
by His teaching that follows the warning. From verse twenty one through to the end of
the chapter, Jesus quotes a number of examples to illustrate the comparison between the
righteousness of the law as against the righteousness of the Kingdom.
The repeated use of the phrase, “you have heard it said, but I say unto you” revealed
that Jesus was not eliminating the law, He was introducing an even yet higher standard
of righteousness than the law ever demanded. For example, He stated you shall not
murder. As long as a man did not commit the act of murder the law did not condemn
him, but Jesus said “he that is angry with his brother without a cause, is guilty of his
murder,” even though the act is not committed. Likewise, He said “you shall not commit
adultery, as long as a man did not commit the act of adultery, again the law did not
condemn him. However Jesus said “he who looks with lust in his heart is guilty of
adultery, even though the act has not taken place”. The righteousness therefore of the
Kingdom makes not only demands on what a man does but also upon what he is, due to
his inner desires and longings.
A classic example is that of David on the roof top when he observed Bathsheba bathing,
the law did not condemn him until the bed chamber, whereas the
righteousness of the Kingdom judged him guilty at the time the desire
was conceived on the roof top.
Pertaining to the subject of righteousness, we must clearly understand the
difference between:
(a) Imputed Righteousness (That is the “Gift”` of righteousness.)
(b) Developed Righteousness (That is the “Fruit” of righteousness.)
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1. Imputed righteousness is that righteousness of the law which is imputed to the
believer as a “Gift” of righteousness at the time of new birth. It is the result of the work
of Christ when He fulfilled the law for us. The only criteria for the believer is to believe
that Jesus is the Christ the Son of the Living God through faith. The subject of imputed
righteousness is dealt with by Paul in his Epistle to the Romans.
Rom 4:3 “....Abraham believed God, and it was imputed to him for
righteousness. V6. Just as David also describes the blessedness of the
man to whom God imputes righteousness apart from works. V 22- 24.
And therefore it was accounted to him for righteousness. Now it was
not written for his sake alone that it was imputed to him, but also for us.
It shall be imputed to us who believe in Him who raised up Jesus our
Lord from the dead.”
The imputation of this righteousness is on the basis of faith and faith alone, and although
it places the believer in the position of having been justified, there is no evidence at all
of the fruit of justification in imputed righteousness. Thus Jesus spelt out that this level
of righteousness is insufficient to gain entrance into the Messianic Kingdom. To which
righteousness then was Jesus alluding?
2. Developed righteousness is that level of righteousness which results from a believer’s
faithful labour,

Developed righteousness is that level
of righteousness which results from
a believers faithful labour.

which will gain for him, if he endures, a place of reward in the Kingdom. Paul makes
reference to this righteousness as the “Fruit of Righteousness”.
Heb 12:11 “Now no chastening seems to be joyful for the present, but
grievous; nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness
to those who have been trained by it.”
This being the righteousness that assured the Apostle Paul of being rewarded for a
finished work, with the crown of righteousness on the day of judgment.
II Tim 4:7-8 “I have fought a good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept
the faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness,
hich the Lord,
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the righteous Judge, will give me on the Day..............”
As to a believer’s reward, this matter we will deal with in a later chapter. It must always
be borne in mind that eternal life is a gift by grace alone whereas the rights and rewards
of the Kingdom are given on the basis of merit.

The rights and rewards of the Kingdom
are given on the basis of merit.

Rewards Can Be Lost
Whilst on the subject of warning we will look at two more, one from Jesus, the other
from the Apostle John. In both of these cases the warning is very clear that the believer
having gained certain privileges, does stand to lose them if he does not endure.
Rev 16:15 “Behold, I am coming as a thief. Blessed is he who watches,
keeps his garments, lest he walk naked and they see his shame.”

but

and

II Jhn 8 “Look to yourselves, that we do not lose those things we worked or,
that we may receive a full reward.”

The believer, although not saved by works, but for works (Eph 2:8-10), will be rewarded
according to his labour. As we have previously stated, most of the teaching of Jesus,
especially His parables, have to do with the Kingdom. Many of
these declare the responsibility of the Kingdom entrusted to the believer, to bring forth the
fruit of it. Israel having lost the right of the Kingdom due to barrenness.
Matt. 20:43 “ Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken
you and given to a nation bearing the fruits of it.”

from

This nation being the Holy nation, the Church. These parables themselves reveal the
rewarding of the faithful and the expulsion of the slothful.

The faithful are rewarded, but the
slothful experience expulsion.
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The Parables of the Talents and Pounds
In the Parable of the talents (Matt 25:14-30) and the parable of the pounds (Luke 19:1127), both these cases show that the slothful unprofitable servants were cast into outer
darkness, thus being denied any form of reward whatsoever.
Matt 25:30 “And cast the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness.
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

there

Luke 19:24 “And he said to those who stood by, take the mina from him, and
give it to him who has ten minas.”
Both were stripped of what they had been given and thereby suffered loss. Because outer
darkness is the judgment imposed, many think that these were not Christian, for Christians
would not suffer such penalty. It must be noted that these were their master’s servants and
entrusted with responsibility. These are parables concerning responsibility in the economy
of the Kingdom, to unbelievers no such responsibility is given. Further more it is only
Christians that could be cast into outer darkness, the unbeliever having never left darkness
and abiding still in it cannot be cast into that which he is already in. The sinner when
converted is brought out of darkness into the light.
Eph 5:8 “For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as
children of light.”
s
into

Col 1:13 “He has delivered us from the power of darkness and translated us
the kingdom of the Son of His love.”

I Pet 2:9 “But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of
Him
who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.”
Apart from those who have experienced this work of translation, all others continue to
abide in darkness. To suggest then that they can be cast into a darkness they have never
left makes no sense. The warnings are directed not to the sinner but the saint.
Following the experience of being translated from darkness, the believer is now
challenged to be transformed to the image of Christ (Rom 12:1-2).

The believer is challenged to be
transformed into the image of Christ.
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He must put off the old man and put on the new (Eph 4:17-24). Failure to do so leaves
the believer in a position of salvation but disqualified from the festivities of the kingdom
to come.
The Parable of the Wedding Garment
A further warning to this end is expressed by the Lord in the Parable of the wedding
garment.
Matt 22:12-14 “So he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you come in here
without a wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. Then the king said to the
servants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, take him away, and cast him
into outer darkness;
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ For many be called but few are
chosen.”
The fact that the man, when challenged was speechless, meant he had no viable excuse.
It is argued by some that in his haste to be there he had not time to change, or that he
being poor could not afford a garment. An understanding of the Jewish wedding in Bible
Times would annul such reasoning. The wedding feast would last up to seven days, and
it was the responsibility of the host to
provide his guests with an appropriate wedding garment. The fault then lay with the man
himself in that he had failed to put on the garment provided. It is one
thing to know Christ as Saviour, yet another to faithfully walk the path
of obedience in the putting off of the old and the putting of the new. A
failure to do so will place the believer in a position of loss.

Faithfully walk the path of obedience
in the putting off of the old man.

Warnings from Paul
Throughout the writings of Paul, the theme of the kingdom and the right of entrance
or disqualification being based on a believer’s performance, is presented repeatedly
and clearly. The most descriptive would be his parable written in his first Epistle to the
Corinthian Church. The Parable of the builder and his materials. The subject matter
being not that of the foundation of salvation, for that Paul had already laid as a wise
master builder. It was a challenge leveled at the believers to pay careful attention to
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how they built on the foundation that had been laid. For at the end of the day such work
would be judged and the believer would receive reward, or suffer loss.
I Cor 3:8-15 “Now he who plants and he who waters are one, and each one
will receive his own reward according to his own labour. For we are
God’s fellow
workers; you are God’s field, you are God’s building.
According to the
grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master
builder I have laid the
foundation, and another builds on it. But let each one take heed how he builds on it.
For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.
Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay,
straw, each one’s work will become manifest; for the Day will declare it, because it
will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one’s work,
of what sort it is. If
anyone’s work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward. If anyone’s
work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through
fire.”
Regardless of how a man builds he is guaranteed his salvation, for that is granted a person
outside of works, and is not the subject being discussed here by Paul. It is a man’s work as
a builder and steward of God that is the subject matter of the parable. Such work will be
put to the test and thoroughly judged. In the parable the testing element is fire, and the fire
be one of two sorts, depending upon how one has built:
(a) To him who builds wisely, a refining fire.
(b) To him who builds unwisely, a consuming fire.
To the wise a reward will be his portion, but the apostle warns that he who builds
unwisely will suffer loss, not his salvation, but rights and privileges of the millennial
Kingdom. How then can we know whether our works are acceptable or not? The parable
needs to be interpreted and applied.
The foundation that Paul had laid was the foundation of Christ. In what manner is Christ
the foundation? Jesus had asked his disciples the question “Who do people say that I
am?” They replied “John the Baptist, Isaiah, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets.” Jesus then
asked their opinion, to which Peter responded, “You are the Christ the Son of God”. This
statement from Peter drew praise from the Lord. Jesus commending Peter, not so much
for the reason of having the right answer, but more to the fact as to where he had received
the answer from. Not from his human intellect but by direct revelation from the Father in
Heaven.
Matt 16:17 “Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon
BarJonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my
Father who is in
heaven.”
It stands to reason, that if the foundation laid is that of revelation knowledge, then that
which is built upon it must also be of similar material, that is to say a man’s works which
he builds must result from divine revelation. Bearing in mind that Jesus Himself said that
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he would only do what the Father bid Him to do, hence His refusal to turn the stones into
bread, for the Father had not instructed him to do so, the instructions came from the Devil,
to whom Jesus gave no recognition.
Works therefore that bear the value of gold, silver and precious stones, are the works that
are a direct response to the divine revealed will of God in any given situation, for they
represent those things that are heavenly. Whereas works that are of the nature of wood,
hay, and straw, are those works which are the product of man’s own doing based upon his
own ideas and desires, motivated by ambition rather than revealed vision. Such a one will
see all his efforts consumed by the fire and will suffer great loss, even though he himself
is saved.

The distinction between humanistic works of the flesh, done in the name of the Lord,
and ministerial work that is divinely inspired, is illustrated by James in his Epistle.
Jam 3:13-17 “Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by
good conduct that his works are done in the meekness of wisdom. But
if you have
bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast and
lie against the truth.
This wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly,sensual,demonic. For where
envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing will be there. But
the wisdom that is
from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield,
full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy.”
From these verses we observe two kinds of wisdom. That which is earthly (wood, hay,
straw), and that which is heavenly (gold, silver, precious stones). The Apostle did not
hesitate to make clear the importance of every man “taking heed” how he builds so as to
avoid the risk of suffering loss.

Every man must ‘take heed’ how he
builds, so as to avoid the risk of
suffering loss.
The Race Can Be Lost
As small children, we were all brought up under the philosophy that it was of little
importance whether we won or lost, but how we played the game that was important.
Although possessing a right attitude is of great importance, it should never eclipse the
desire to win. The Bible is very clear on this matter as there are no prizes in scripture for
losers. All the prizes and rewards are for the overcomer, the winners. In the Corinthian
Epistle the apostle exhorts the saints to run the race to “win”.
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I Cor 9:24 “Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but
receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain it.”

one

There is always the danger that we become so engrossed with the game we lose sight of
its purpose, and after a time lose interest, or be overcome with fatigue. The game or the
race is to be won, to lose sight of the purpose will result in a loss
of motivation. The apostle therefore warned the Corinthians to be careful and temperate
in all things so as to assure themselves of victory.
I Cor 9:25
things....”

“And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all

So important was the race to Paul himself, that he disclosed his own attitude in running
the race, not wanting to miss the prize. He thus trained himself and practised daily
disciplines to avoid being disqualified. (The Old King James uses the word castaway,
implying cast out).
I Cor 9:27 “But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest,
I have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified.”

when

The Corinthian believers had lost their momentum, they were guilty of such practices
as self indulgence, even to feasting and corrupting themselves with food offered to
idols. Divisions were rampant among them, and their attitude to the Lord’s table was
far from commendable. Paul also rebuked them for their declension from moral purity.
The whole point of Paul’s warning here was to bring an awareness, that if such conduct
persisted, they would lose the race and thus be disqualified from the prize. To bring
home to them the realization that although saved, they stood to miss out on the prize of
the Millennial Kingdom, in the same manner as the Nation of Israel were disqualified
from the promised land. The Apostle then goes on to use this illustration to emphasize
the severity of their situation.
I Cor 10:1-12 “Moreover, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware that all
our
fathers were under the cloud, all passed through the sea, all were baptized into
Moses in the cloud and in the sea, all ate the same spiritual food, and all drank
the same spiritual drink. For they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed
them, and that Rock was Christ. But with most of them God was not well pleased, for
their bodies were
scattered in the wilderness.............................V11 Now all
these things happened to them as examples, and they were written for our admonition,
on whom the ends of the ages have come. Therefore let him who thinks he
stands take heed lest he fall.”
The detail of comparison between Israel and the Church are explicitly laid out by Paul
so that there would be no doubt of the fate of the slothful.
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ISRAEL
CHURCH
____________________________________________________________
Saved by the blood of the passover lamb

Saved by the blood of Christ,
the Lamb of God

Baptized into Moses

Baptized into Christ

Baptized into the Red Sea

Water Baptized

Baptized into the cloud, that led
them

Immersed into the Spirit, who
leads and guides

Israel as a nation knew salvation, baptism and spiritual guidance. Having witnessed the
miracle hand of God effecting their deliverance, divinely opening a door of freedom
through the Red Sea. That same door closing on and destroying their enemies. Having
also experienced the divine provision of God feeding and clothing them, keeping them in
health and strength. Yet through all of that they still murmured and complained against
God. Thus, due to their unbelief, the Lord excluded them from the very purpose of their
deliverance, which was the “Promised Land” flowing with milk and honey. Instead of
inheriting the promise, they perished in the wilderness. Again we stress, this warning was
not directed to the unsaved, but the believers in the Corinthian Church that they should
learn from the experience of Israel and thereby guard themselves against suffering the loss
of the Millennial Kingdom.

The warning was not directed to the
unsaved, but to the believers.
The Hebrew Warnings
The Hebrew Epistle is itself a unique portion of scripture. Written exclusively to believers,
all having experienced the work of justification, it contains a series of five warnings to the
Church warning that the inheritance of the Millennial Kingdom can be lost.
1. After having established the superiority of Christ over the Angels, the writer
continues by laying out the first warning.
Hebrews 2:1-4. Do not neglect so great a salvation.
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2. After having established the superiority of Christ over Moses, the writer continues
again with his second warning.
Hebrews 3:7 - 4:13. Do not be overcome by unbelief and fall short of
God’s rest.
3. After having established the superiority of Christ over Aaron, the writer continues
with his third warning.
Hebrews 5:11-6:20. Do not become dull of hearing, so as to become
sluggish v12.
4. After having explained that the call to enter the Holiest was now open through the
blood of Christ, he goes on to his fourth warning.
Hebrews 10:26-39. Do not sin wilfully against the knowledge of the truth, drawing
back into perdition.
5. After encouraging the saints to endure with patience the chastening of God, he
proceeds with his fifth and final warning.
Hebrews 12:15-29. Do not become bitter in spirit, and cause the defilement of many.
All these warnings were not spoken to threaten or frighten the saints, but to motivate
them to a greater performance of diligence and faithfulness. Right in the beginning with
the introduction of the first warning, he shows that God will stand by His word. Even
in times past the Lord ministered just rewards of judgment upon the disobedient. How
then, will the believer escape if he too comes under the displeasure of God. Just as Israel
entered not into the “rest of God”, neither shall the believer, thereby bringing upon
himself great loss.

The warnings were not spoken to
threaten or frighten the saints, but
to motivate them.
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SALVATION INTO THE KINGDOM
Chapter six

Having listed briefly the five warnings of the Hebrew epistle in the previous chapter, we
will in this chapter, look at them in more detail.
Warning one: Do not neglect so great a salvation.
The doctrine of salvation is often held with limited understanding by many Christians.
The subject, in many cases, is viewed from a ‘package deal’ concept, being understood
to mean that once born again and saved from sin, we are saved into the rights and
privileges that God has prepared for man. We have already mentioned two examples in
the old testament which shows that God does not move in this manner, but rather calls
His people and then proves them either worthy or not worth of the calling. The two
examples:
(a) God created Adam for the purpose of having dominion. He did not give
Adam dominion but called him to achieve it. A calling that required
faithful
obedience to the instructions of God. Adam failed and therefore fell short of his
calling.
(b) The nation of Israel was saved out of Egypt for the purpose of bringing
them, or saving them into the promise land. Again through unbelief and disobedience
they all fell short of their calling.
The same principal is also applicable to the church. Again we stress ‘God has not
called us to be saved, but has saved us that He might call us’.
II Tim. 1:9. ‘Who has saved us and called us with a holy calling.....’.
Such being the case, in the same manner as the nation of Israel, God has saved us out
of this world that He might save us into His kingdom, that is, the Messianic Kingdom
of the thousand year reign of Christ. These five warnings of the Hebrew Epistle reveal
the importance of a believer giving heed to make sure that he secures for himself an
entrance into the kingdom, for which purpose he has been saved. Peter in his second
epistle reinforces the need of such diligence.
II Peter 1:10-11. “Therefore brethren, be even more diligent to make your
calling and election sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble”.
Salvation -past -present - future.
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To understand the doctrine of salvation fully, we must view the subject from three
perspectives, past, present and future.
1. We are saved: the salvation of the spirit.
2. We are being saved: the salvation of the soul.
3. We shall be saved: the salvation of the body.

We are saved, we are being saved,
we shall be saved.
That all three divisions of man are subject to salvation, is emphasized by Paul in his
first epistle to the Thessalonians.
II Thess. 5:23. “Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely;
and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved
blameless at the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ”.
Affecting a person’s interpretation and understanding of the doctrine of salvation will be
his view as to whether he holds man to be “dichotomous” or “trichotomous”.
(a) Dichotomy: is the belief that man, although made up of body, soul and spirit,
is only in two parts; body and soul; soul and spirit being one inseparable unit. This
naturally implies that the saving of man’s spirit automatically brings about a saving of
his soul.
(b) Trichotomy: is the belief that man is made up of three parts, body, soul and
spirit; the division of soul and spirit being possible. Spirit and soul, therefore being
divisible, the question arises: “does the salvation of the one guarantee the salvation of
the other?”
By careful study of the scriptures the answer to the above question unfolds. Let us look
first at initial salvation, the experience of the new birth. When God placed Adam in the
garden He had prepared for him, the Lord then instructed him not to eat of the tree of
knowledge of good and evil. He warned him that if he were to do so he would surely
die. Adam, through wilful disobedience, ate that
which was forbidden. At what stage then did Adam die, and in what manner did he die?
The Genesis record tells us that the moment both Adam and his wife ate “immediately
their eyes were open and they knew they were naked”. Death took place instantly.
Obviously this was not a physical death for Adam was still very much bodily alive, and
not only bodily but also consciously alive. This means that neither body nor soul died,
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although both were affected by his sin. It remains then that it was in the realm of the
spirit that man died, it was a spiritual death.
The term “Soul” is used throughout scripture in two distinct ways, firstly to refer to man
as man, and secondly to refer to that part of man which is his conscious self, housing
mind, will and emotions.
(a) Soul as man: Acts 2:41. After Peter preached on the day of
Pentecost, we
read that three thousand souls were added unto them, that is to say three
thousand people. I Peter 3:20. Peter makes reference to the days of Noah when eight
souls were saved in the ark, that is eight
people were saved from perishing in the
flood water.
(b) Soul as being distinct from spirit and body. I Thes 5:23, Matt. 10:28 “Fear
Him who is able to destroy both body and soul in hell”. Matt.
16:26.
“....and looses his own soul”. Heb. 10:39 “....to the saving of the souls”. etc. Heb.
4:12 “...the word of God is living and powerful, and
sharper than any two edged
sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit....”

The Salvation of the Spirit.
Having established the spiritual death of man, it therefore remains that in the work
of restoration, the first step must be the re-birth of the spirit. The spirit being that part
of man that communicates with God. For God, being spirit, must be worshipped and
understood in spirit and in truth. God in His mercy, and because of His love for man,
provided the means of a re-birth of a man’s spirit. Thus placing, those who respond, in
the position where they can once again “see the Kingdom” and submit themselves for
preparation to “enter the Kingdom”. In other words, bringing man back to the place
where Adam was prior to the fall, calling him once again to have dominion.

God desires man, once again, to
have dominion
Eph 2:1. “And you he made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins”.
I Peter I:23
“....having being born again, not of corruptible seed but of
incorruptible...”
As a result of salvation, the believer becomes the recipient of eternal life in Christ Jesus.
Eternal life is granted immediately to the Christian by faith in the finished work of the
cross, the final chapter of Christ’s ministry.
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Eternal life is granted immediately
to the Christian by faith.
John 17:2. “As you have given Him authority over all flesh, that He
should give eternal life to as many as you have given Him”.
I John 5:11-12 “And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life,
and this life is in His Son. He who has the Son has life: He who does not have the
Son of God does not have life”.
Pertaining to the subject of loss, we have already discussed that the loss in question
was a loss of the right of entrance into the Messianic kingdom, the one thousand year
reign of Christ. A further question is often asked: “Can a believer once saved, lose his
salvation and therefore forfeit eternal life”? The scripture quoted by those who would
deny such a possibility is the following:
John 10:27-28 “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they
follow
me. And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish;
neither shall anyone
snatch them out of my hand”.
The argument that salvation once given can never be lost, holds very strong
persuasions. One would have to agree that once in the palm of the Lord, no external
force outside of the man himself can take him out of such a position. Neither can
the Devil dislodge one from such a position. Does this mean then that man is
forever “eternally secure?” Thus supporting the “once saved always saved” view.
The meaning of “lost” in this context must be clarified. It is necessary to compare “lost”
as against “left”. A good scripture to establish the distinctive difference between
these two terms is the letter to the Ephesian Church recorded in the second chapter of
Revelation.
Rev. 2:4 “Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your

first

love”.
The term “left” and not “lost” is used. When teaching on this subject, I often ask the
students the question “what was the sin the Lord rebuked the Ephesian Church for in
His letter in Revelation? Almost without exception, I will receive the answer “they
lost their first love”’ Whereas in reality they did not loose it at all, but rather left it.
What is the difference? To lose something is not an action of choice, nobody sets out to
deliberately lose something. Or if loss is incurred due to theft, likewise, nobody chooses
to have something stolen. Whereas to leave something is an act of choice, usually
caused by something else, deemed to be more important, occupying the thoughts of
the person causing neglect of the other. Remember the wording of this warning under
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discussion “how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation”. The emphasis being
that the Christians are in a position of danger where they could leave, not lose their
salvation.

Christians are in a position of danger
where they could leave, not lose their
salvation.
If something is lost, we do not know where it is, whereas when something has been left,
we know where it is but for reasons known to the individual he chooses to neglect it. Is
there any scriptural example of such conduct. Peter in his second epistle gives a very
good illustration
II Peter 2”:1,20,21 “But there were also false prophets among the people, even as
there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies,
even denying the Lord who bought them, and bring on
themselves
swift
destruction.....vs.20-21.....For if, after they have escaped the pollutions of the world
through the knowledge of the Lord and saviour
Jesus Christ, they are again
entangled in them and overcome, the latter end is worse for them than the beginning.
For it would have been better
for them not to have known the way of righteousness,
than having known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered to them”.
As can be seen by this example, nothing was taken from them, but they themselves chose
to depart from what had once been given to them. Thus they suffered loss by leaving, a
result of their own choosing. We therefore conclude that, while it is
very true no man can pluck a believer from the hand of the Lord, there is nothing to stop
the believer from disbelieving and as a result, walk away from His hand. God will never
hold a man beyond his will, man at all times having the right of freedom to choose.
The salvation of the spirit is granted to man on the basis of belief and not works. For
we are saved by grace through faith and not of works. Therefore if a man obtains
salvation by grace and not of works, neither should he have to maintain it by works.
If salvation can be lost through inappropriate works, then at the end of the day we are
preaching a salvation by works. For salvation of the spirit to be entirely free from works
and solely based on grace, then it must be understood that it is neither obtained nor
maintained by works. It might be argued that such a doctrine would open the way for
slothful and carnal living. We will consider this thought as we look into the saving of
the soul.

The Salvation of the Soul.
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Although works play no part in the saving of the spirit, they are very essential for the
saving of the soul. Two schools of thought are debated among theologians. The first,
evolving from the dichotomous theory that at new birth both soul and spirit are saved,
concludes that man therefore is justified and sanctified simultaneously. In contrast, by
those who hold the trichotomous view, conclude that after new birth, which brings about
the justification of man, then begins the process of sanctification. The speed and depth
of this work of sanctification is determined by the level of commitment and diligence
offered by the believer himself, as he walks the path of obedience revealed to him by
God. Jesus Himself having walked this same path, fulfilling the will of His Father,
thereby being acclaimed perfect.

The speed and depth of the work of
sanctification is determined by the
level of commitment and diligence.
Heb. 5:8-9 “Though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the
which He suffered. And having been perfected, He became the
author of
salvation to all who obey Him”.

things
eternal

We draw attention the fact that Jesus, through faithful obedience, became the author of
eternal salvation, not to all, but to all who obey Him. As the salvation here is a salvation
based on works of obedience, it cannot refer to the salvation of the spirit for that, as we
have learned, is by grace and grace alone and not that of works. It is the salvation of the
soul which is perfected through obedience. In the Philippian epistle the Apostle Paul
gives further emphasis for the need of works of obedience, and exhorts the brethren that
they must “work out their own salvation”, God having worked in them, they must work
it out.

It is the salvation of the soul which
is perfected through obedience.
Phil. 2:12, 16. “Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as
in my presence only, but now must more in my absence, work out your own
salvation
with fear and trembling”.......vs. 16 “Holding fast the word of life, that I
may rejoice in the day of Christ that I have not run in vain or
laboured in vain”.
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Such a work was encouraged to be done in an attitude of fear and trembling due to the
possibility of loss, for such a loss would have resulted in Paul running and labouring in
vain, meaning that his ministry to them would bear no fruit. However, if through their
diligence they were to produce the works worthy of such a salvation, Paul would rejoice
with them in the millennial day of Christ.
Peter also supports this view:
I Peter 1:13-16, 22. “Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and
rest your hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the
revelation of
Jesus Christ; as obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in
your ignorance; but as He who called
you is holy, you also be holy in all your
conduct”......vs. 22 “Since you
have purified your souls in obeying the truth
through the Spirit in the
love of the brethren.....”.
It is evident that the purification, or perfecting of the soul is accomplished through the
acts of obedience. It is by these acts of obedience that a Christian will be rewarded in the
Kingdom to come. On the matter of the salvation of the soul, let us examine the scriptures
further and reinforce that such a salvation still remains for the future.

Heb. 10:35-36, 39 “Therefore do not cast away your confidence, which
has
great reward. For you have need of endurance, so that after you have done the will
of God, you may receive the promise”.....vs. 39 “But
we are not of those who
draw back to perdition, but of those who
believe to the saving of the soul”.
The above verses carry so much information on this subject that we are wise to list them
down so as not to overlook the truth declared.
1. It is possible for the believer to cast away confidence.
2. God will reward the confident achiever.
3. Endurance is called for to finish the course.
4. The will of God must be obediently done.
5. The promise is assured only to those doing the will of God.
6. Those who endure and draw not back are assured the salvation of the soul.
Understanding that the epistles are written to the believers in the church, James writes a
word of exhortation along similar lines.
James 1:21 “Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of
wickedness,
and receive with meekness, the implanted word, which is able to save your souls”.
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As we have already stated James exhorts the brethren to contend for a salvation that
is yet future, even though they are spiritually born anew. To emphasize the future
salvation Paul in the Roman epistle, adds further thought to the subject.
Rom. 13:11 “And do this, knowing the time, that it is high time to awake out
of sleep, for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed”.
The salvation referred to in the above scripture cannot mean the salvation of the spirit,
for that took place at the time of conversion, but a salvation that the Christian awaits.
The Apostle goes on to encourage a believer to put aside the things that would hinder
him from arriving at this destination. He mentions that the night is fast spent and the
day is at hand, that is the “Day of the Lord”, that millennial day of Christ’s reign on
earth.
One final word from Paul before we pass on from this subject of the salvation of the soul,
is that found in his first letter to the Thessalonians. Here he again emphasizes the fact that
salvation has to be obtained through the spiritual efforts of the believer, clothing himself
in the armour of God, and thereby take a hold of a hope that is yet to be realized.
I Thess. 5:8-9 “But let us who are of the day be sober, putting on the
breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet the hope of salvation. For God did
not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ”.
The use of the word hope in the expression, “a helmet, the hope of salvation” stresses
again the future salvation to be gained by the believer through endurance in waging a
good warfare, being faithful unto the end. This first warning in the Hebrew epistle “do
not neglect so great a salvation” therefore, carries great significance for the born again
Christian that there is a great reward that stands to be lost through slothful, half hearted
lukewarmness. Again we stress the words of Peter, “Give diligence to make your calling
and election sure, that you may have an abundant entrance into the Kingdom of God”.

The Salvation of the Body.
The third aspect of salvation is the redemption of our body. Having dealt with the
salvation of both soul, and spirit, we will briefly look at the salvation of the body. Again,
to many Christians this is an automatic event that will take place for every believer at the
coming of the Lord. We made reference earlier to “package deal” thinking pertaining to
the automatic reception of all that God has for His people who have been born again. The
believer who interprets theology in this manner will also guarantee for himself the right of
the first resurrection, regardless of Christian performance based solely on the ground that
he is born again.
In the eighth chapter of Romans, Paul speaks of a glory that will be revealed in a believer
as a result of having endured and identified with the sufferings of Christ. Thus resulting in
a believer moving from the position of being an heir of God, into the realm of qualifying
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as a joint heir through suffering.
Rom. 8:17-18 “and if children, then heirs - heirs of God, and joint heirs with
Christ, if indeed that we suffer with Him, that we may be glorified together.
For
I
consider that the sufferings of this present time are not
worthy to be compared to the
glory which shall be revealed in us”.

The glory referred to by the apostle in these above verses is speaking about the glory
of the resurrection, when this corrupt body will put on incorruption, this mortal body
putting on immortality. Keeping the following verses in the context of Paul’s discussion
we quote the twenty third verse pertaining to the resurrection.
Rom. 8:23 “And not only they, but we also who have the first fruits of
Spirit, even we ourselves grown within ourselves, eagerly awaiting
for
adoption, the redemption of our body”.

the
the

He then goes on to declare that we are saved by hope; the salvation here referring to the
body mentioned in the previous verse.
In conclusion, the warning for the believer not to neglect so great a salvation, is very
severe and the wise would do well to review all the scripture pertaining to this subject,
to ensure he is not in a position of suffering loss.
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SALVATION INTO THE KINGDOM CON’T
Chapter Seven

Second Warning: Do Not Harden Your Hearts With Unbelief
This second warning to the Hebrews is another example where the Nation of Israel is
used as an illustration to the Church that God, although rich in Mercy and Grace, will
not tolerate rebellion among His people. The guilty will be penalized, for God must
be seen not only as the God of Love, but also the God of Justice. The writer, citing the
Nation of Israel, very clearly shows by their example that a promise being given to
them of entering into the blessings of His calling, did not eventuate for the majority of
them. This was not due to any failure on God’s part, for their errors were not based on
misunderstanding, but due entirely to their own hardness of heart in unbelief. He refers
to it as “the day of trial in the wilderness”.
The warning, a citation from Psm 95:6-11, is recorded in the Epistle to the Hebrews in
chapter three verses seven through eleven, the main chore of the warning being repeated
three times, Heb. 3:7b-8a, 15, 4:7b.
Heb. 3:7b-8 “Today if you will hear His voice, do not harden your hearts as in
the rebellion, in the day of trial in the wilderness, where your
fathers
tested
me,proved me, and saw my works forty years.”
The question might well be asked, “Who was on trial here, God or the Nation of
Israel?” the answer is very clear, for God Himself said that they tested Him, proved
Him, observing His miraculous works of divine provision, and preservation for forty
years. Yet through all that they hardened their hearts in rebellion expressing their
dissatisfaction in murmuring, criticism, and complaints. Instead of producing the Godly
character of love, patience, and appreciation, to the contrary, it drew an attitude of
rebellion from them. The entire citation from the Psalms is followed by a direct word
of caution to the Hebrew believers that they guard themselves very carefully so as not
to become guilty of similar conduct. For if the promise to Israel was rescinded for the
majority, because of such behaviour, how much more should the Church take heed to
not fall in similar manner.
Heb 3:12-14 “Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of
unbelief in departing from the living God; but exhort one another daily, while it is
called “Today,” lest any of you be hardened through

the deceitfulness of sin. For we have become partakers of Christ if we
fast the beginning of our confidence steadfast to the end.”
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To be a partaker of Christ, in the context of this Epistle, is not referring to being a partaker
of eternal life through the new birth, for that has been granted and is not dependent
upon works of performance. The writer here is exhorting them that the subject matter
in question, for which they were running the risk of falling short, was entrance into His
rest. For the Israelite, the rest was the promised land, for the believer the Millennial
Kingdom, which is the anti-type of the promised land. Such a promise being conditional
upon them “holding fast their confidence steadfast to the end.” The Nation of Israel were
partakers of an “earthly” calling, whereas the members of the Church are partakers of
a “heavenly” calling. The believer having been called to walk worthy of this calling, for as
Jesus Himself said:
Luke 9:62 “But Jesus said to him, ‘No one, having put his hand to the
and looking back, is fit for the Kingdom of God.”

plow,

What is the sin that would cause the people of God, having witnessed and experienced so
much of His blessings, to turn back, or aside from that which God has purposed for them.
As already stated, this was not because of ignorance, nor misunderstanding, but blatant
disobedience to the revealed word of God. The apostle points out that such a sin can
also overcome and ensnare a believer in this present time. The sin was that of “unbelief”
with its resultant disobedience, causing them to become hard of Heart, hence with their
conscience dulled, all fear of God was lost and they became bold in woks of rebellion.

The sin that causes God’s people to
turn back is unbelief, with it’s
To understand fully the “deceitfulness” of this sin, a clear definition of unbelief must be
illustrated. To help clarify a definition of “unbelief,” it is helpful to compare “unbelief”
with “disbelief.”
(a) Disbelief: Is when a person hears information that he deems to be false,
he totally disbelieves it, giving no credence of truth to it at all. He therefore,
disbelieves what is said.
(b) Unbelief: Is where information is heard and believed and acknowledged
to contain truth, but with insufficient conviction, or persuasion to act on it.
In fact even though the person knows it to be true, yet through lack of
conviction, chooses to ignore or disobey what he knows. For example, it has
been scientifically
proven that smoking is detrimental to one’s health, yet
people
knowing this, still
choose to smoke.
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The sin of unbelief is subtle and will
slowly ensnare the believer into a life
of slothfulness.
The sin of “unbelief” is subtle and will slowly ensnare the believer into a life of sloth
and cause such a one to procrastinate, thereby dulling his senses to the urgency of this
present time. “Today, if you will hear His voice.” In the case of Israel, Moses was away a
long time and with the delay of his return it seemed to them as though he was not coming
back. As a result they rose up to play, entertaining themselves with religious excitement
that appealed to the flesh, ultimately leading them into idolatrous worship of the golden
calf. In like manner in the church today, because Jesus delays His coming, there is ample
evidence of similar attitudes, resulting in a self indulgent form of Christianity that appeals
to the sensual excitement the flesh always craves for.
This second warning to the Hebrew believers was to caution them not to be overcome by
such deceit, for such error cost Israel the promised land, they entered not into God’s rest,
because of unbelief.
Heb 3:18-19 “And to whom did He swear that they would not enter His rest, but
to those who did not obey?” So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief.”
Having presented the warning and the subsequent penalty that would be imposed upon
them if they were also to become guilty of similar transgression, the writer now proceeds
in his counsel, cautioning them to adopt such an attitude of Godly fear, and spiritual
alertness to the word preached, lest they also be overcome by similar deceit and thereby
fall short of the rest promised them.
Heb 4:1-2 “Therefore, since a promise remains of entering His rest, let us
fear lest any of you seem to have come short of it. For indeed the gospel
was preached to us as well as to them; but the word which they heard did not
profit them, not being mixed with faith in those who heard it.”
The Promised Rest
In dealing with the subject of rest, the Author of the Epistle identifies his contextual use
of the term. For rest, from a Biblical perspective, may be interpreted in one of two ways:
(a) From a subjective view, that is, a rest of relationship. For example: where
Jesus invites all to come unto Him, take His yoke etc. and as a
result
find
rest for our soul. (Matt. 11:28).
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(b) From an objective viewpoint, where the believer is encouraged to
pursue a rest on the basis of having finished his work. (Heb 4:11).

There is a rest for us based upon
the finished work of Jesus.
It is the second of these two forms of rest that is made reference to in this portion of
scripture under discussion. A rest based upon a “finished work”. Using a basic law of
Biblical interpretation, the “law of first mention,” the author cites the case of God and
His work of creation.
Heb 4:4 “For He has spoken in a certain place of the seventh day in this
way: ‘and God rested on the seventh day from all His works.’”
The Sabbath day, known to Israel as the “day of rest” was first observed by God
Himself. The question we ask is: “Did God rest from His works because it was the
Sabbath day, or did God rest because His works were finished?” The answer to this the
scriptures themselves make clear in the Genesis record, God rested because His work
was finished and it was good, therefore as it was the seventh day, God said let that day
be holy, and He called it “the Sabbath.”
At a later date, in the giving of the law to Moses on Mount Sinai, God included the
observance of the Sabbath day as part of the law. This was to remind the Nation of
Israel, that although God was with them, and gave them the weekly Sabbath to observe,
it was to be as a reminder to them that there still remained a
future rest. Even after the remnant had entered the promised land which was to Israel as
a rest, there still remained a future rest that Messiah would ultimately provide and bring
His people into. This fact being made mention of in this fourth chapter of Hebrews:
Heb 4:8-9 “For if Joshua had given them rest, then He would not afterward
have spoken of another day. There remains therefore a rest for
the people of God.”
Again we stress the point, that the rest mentioned here, is not that of a weekly Sabbath,
nor that of a subjective relationship with Christ, but that of a calling to a future rest, the
result of a finished work, as made clear by the scripture:
Heb 4:10 “For he who has entered His rest has himself also ceased from his
works as God did from His.”
It may be argued by some, that this verse refers to a sinner ceasing from his works of the
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flesh, and now rests in the finished work of Christ to gain his salvation. To interpret this
verse to have such a meaning, one would have to isolate it entirely out from the context
of the subject being discussed, the warning of taking heed not to be guilty of hardening
ones heart as one who has already tasted of God’s deliverance, as had Israel. That there
be no doubt to this question, the following verse refutes such a viewpoint.
Heb 4:11 “Let us therefore be diligent to enter that rest, lest anyone fall
the same example of disobedience.”

after

A number of points from the above verse should be noted:
(a) Firstly, the term “let us” immediately denotes “human responsibility.”
(b) Secondly, “be diligent” implies a labour (The King James version uses
the word “labour” in place of “diligent”). The usage of the term labour
would
contradict the view that holds a cessation of the works of the flesh to enter a
provided rest on Christ’s finished work. For such a relationship is never gained by
labour.
(c) Thirdly, “lest anyone fall” can only refer to the believer and not the
the unbeliever is already in a fallen state having not been redeemed.

unbeliever, for

Thus the warning concludes with a final exhortation from the author, reminding the
saints of the surety of the Word of God, which he likens to being “sharper
than a two edged sword, for by the use of this sword the Lord will search the hearts
of His people and any seed of rebellion will be exposed and come under the righteous
judgment of God. Therefore he exhorts them to hold fast their confession. A failure to
do so places the believer in the dangerous position of suffering loss.

We are exhorted to hold fast to our
confession.

The Third Warning: Do not become dull of hearing
The call to perfection is continuously kept in focus by the author. This brings us to his
next warning, do not become dull of hearing. A common symptom of the hard hearted
is a stubborn attitude. To this kind of person it is difficult to speak, for with such a
one, a wall of self determination is usually built. The writer, endeavouring to enlighten
the Hebrews on the Melchizedekian Priesthood, encounters such a wall, reinforced by
ignorance. Such ignorance resulting from an inappropriate diet of pure milk upon which
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they delighted to banquet. The desire to participate in the meat of enlightenment of deep
truth was not present. They are therefore described here as “babes in Christ.” Left to
itself a babe is vulnerable, easily deceived, and will not progress to maturity. Hence
the Apostle’s word of rebuke, reminding them of the need of constant nurturing as they
were unable to feed themselves.
Heb 5:12 “For though by this you ought to be teachers, you need someone
teach you
again the first principles of the oracles of God...”

to

The mark of adulthood in a believer being his ability to hear the word of God in such
a manner as to discern the true from the false, and thereby learn to stand upon his own
feet.
Heb 5:14 “But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is,
those
who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.”

Having presented his word of rebuke, the author returns to his objective of focusing his
audience back to their calling, a calling to maturity which he refers to as “perfection.”
Heb 6:1 “Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary principles
Christ, let us go on to perfection.....”

of

Again the warning is stressed, he goes on to caution them who had once been
enlightened and had tasted in the liberties in Christ, as well as having been partakers
of the empowering of the Holy Spirit, thus enabling them to taste of the fruit of the
age to come. (The millennial kingdom). From such a calling it is possible to fall away,
even to a level beyond renewal. The subject matter in hand being the age to come, the
falling away and renewal therefore, pertains to the Messianic Kingdom, not eternal
life. The writer’s allegoric illustration of the earth bearing thorns and briers whose
end is to be burned in the fire, can cause some to think of Gehena the lake of fire, into
which no believer shall ever enter. Therefore, come to the conclusion that the Apostle is
speaking about the unsaved. If this allegory be compared with the one of I Corinthians 3,
where the wood, hay and stubble were all consumed in the fire, illustrating the believer
suffering loss of reward yet still be saved yet so as by fire. In similar manner the same
principle applies in the Hebrew Epistle text, saved but having fallen short of the reward
of the Millennial kingdom.

It is possible to be saved, yet fall
short of the reward of the Millennial Kingdom.
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With a word of exhortation, he goes on to say that he expects a better outcome from
them, works that complement salvation. Works that are a labour of love, upon which the
rewards of believers will hinge, such works being not necessary for salvation to eternal
life, but imperative for salvation into the age to came, the millennial age of a thousand
years. The Apostle’s desire was that each would show such diligence, avoiding a
sluggish attitude, so as to enable them to realize the hope of a full inheritance of the
promises that were to be gained in this Kingdom to come.
Heb 6:11-12 “And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence
the full assurance of hope until the end, that you do not

to

become sluggish, but imitate those who through faith and patience inherit the
promises.”
Citing Abraham as an example of one who had faithfully endured through patience,
and thereby received the promise, he urges the saints to draw consolation from such an
example and by it hold fast the hope that is set before them. A hope that is an anchor to
the soul.
Heb 6:18-19 “......we might have strong consolation, who have fled for
refuge to lay hold of the hope set before us. This hope we have as an
anchor to the soul, both sure and steadfast.......”
It must be noted that this hope is an anchor to the soul, the spirit having already been
saved at new birth, whereas the soul is being saved through the process of obedience
that leads to perfection. Returning to the subject of perfection, it is pointed out that such
a perfection was unattainable through the Levitical priesthood which was under the law.
For the law in itself could perfect nothing.
Heb 7:11,19 “Therefore, if perfection were through the Levitical priesthood
(for under it the people received the law), .............. for the law made nothing perfect;
on the other hand, there is the bringing in of a
better hope, through which we draw
near unto God.”
V28 “For the law appoints as high priests men who have weakness, but
word of the oath, which came after the law, appoints the Son who has
been
perfected forever.”

the

The perfection spoken of here is a perfection that results from obedience to the divine
revealed will of the father. Jesus having learned such obedience was perfected to
become the author of eternal salvation to all those that obey Him. (Heb 5:8)

The High Calling : Perfection
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Glorification
The Path of Obedience
Sanctification
The Low Calling
Justification
______________
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“Let us go on to perfection”

SALVATION INTO THE KINGDOM CON’T
Chapter Eight

The Fourth Warning: Do not sin wilfully
The possibility of sinning wilfully is not beyond the Christian. Freedom to choose is never
taken from the believer at any time. As mentioned in a previous chapter, Adam was guilty
of willful sin. Eve having been deceived but not Adam. He sinned knowingly after he had
been instructed by God. If Adam could thus sin, how much more we who have tasted of
the knowledge of the good things to come, also be guilty of such willful disobedience.
Heb 10:26 “For if we sin willfully after we received the knowledge of the truth,
there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins.”
For a person to sin in this manner, that is to deliberately sin when we know better, is
to undervalue the work of God accomplished for us and freely imparted by grace. The
degree of warning thus intensifies, for if the transgressor is accused of having trampled
underfoot the blood covenant and thereby insulted the Spirit of grace, upon such a one the
wrath of God will fall, for He says:
Heb 10:30-31 “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord. And again,
“The Lord will judge His people.” It is a fearful thing to fall into the
hands
of the living God.
There is an old saying “familiarity breeds contempt.” Although not a Biblical expression,
never the less it has great relevancy among the ranks of Christendom. Many in the Church
today have become very familiar with God, even to a buddy -buddy relationship. This
is often encouraged as the swing away from formalism and tradition to a more casual
approach to God takes place. The effect of this in many cases causes a loss of Godly fear
and respect, thereby producing the “sluggish” attitude spoken of by the author of Hebrews.
(Heb 6:12).
To avoid such an attitude the Apostle provokes them to recall their former days when they
received initial revelation and enlightenment at their time of renewal, when such a fear
and dependence upon God was their strength to nurture them through much tribulation and
sufferings.
Heb 10:32 “But recall the former days in which, after you were
you endured a great struggle with sufferings.”

illuminated,

He then proceeds to offer counsel urging them to consider a number of matters which
we have already listed in chapter six.
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(a) Do not cast away your confidence - The sacrifice of faith
(b) The reward of confidence - The confidence of faith
(c) The need of endurance - The patience of faith
(d) Doing the will of God - The obedience of faith
(e) Receiving of the promise - The reward of faith
The above counsel was to exhort them to endure whatever difficulties and hardships
they might encounter, and thereby avoid drawing back to perdition. For such diligence
would result in the salvation of the soul.
Heb 10:39 “But we are not of those who draw back to perdition, but of
who believe to the saving of the soul.”

those

For one to be in a position to draw back, one would first to have made progress in
moving forward. This forward movement having taken place when enlightenment of the
knowledge of truth came by revelation from the Holy Spirit, the heavenly gift having
been tasted. Thus bringing the sinner into a state of reconciliation with God through
the blood covenant. To then tread such grace under foot and be guilty of drawing back,
places the believer in danger of perdition, and suffering the loss of one’s soul, even
though the spirit be born again.

Fifth Warning: Do not become bitter in Spirit
The possibility for the Christian to become weary in well doing must never be
overlooked. In a state of weariness one tends to look toward self, being tempted to
indulge in self pity, seeking sympathy, no longer viewing things in balance.

In a state of weariness one is tempted
to indulge in self pity, thus no longer
viewing things in balance.
Values, and perspectives change, and a tendency to isolate oneself from fellowship takes
place. The Apostle Paul writing to the Galatian believers warns them not to be overcome
by weariness in well doing.
Gal 6:9 “And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season
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we

shall reap if we do not lose heart.”
II Thes 3:13 “But as for you brethren, do not grow weary in doing good.”
Nothing is more disheartening in the labour of love than to have someone to whom you
have ministered in time of need, turn and take you for granted showing no appreciation
whatsoever, if anything criticizing you for not doing more. In moments such as these,
for the self sacrificing worker to survive and not become victim of discouragement
and weariness, he must look constantly to the Lord, who never ceases to comfort and
encourage. For He Himself knew what it was like to endure the contradiction of sinners.
Heb 12:3
“For consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners
against Himself, lest you become weary and discouraged in your souls.”
This fifth warning then, urges the believer to constantly look to Jesus to avoid falling
short of God’s grace. The writer goes on to warn that if a believer is overcome, he
will run the risk of a root of bitterness taking hold of him and as a result many will be
defiled. A root of bitterness does not rise up overnight, but is a gradual process of a
number of steps that will culminate in bitterness.

A root of bitterness develops as a
gradual process of a number of steps.
(a) Step 1 - Disappointment

(b) Step 2 - Discouragement

(c) Step 3 - Resentment

(d) Step 4 -Bitterness

Disappointment. Life is constantly filled with disappointments, these cannot be
avoided. We constantly place trust and expectation in people or circumstances, only to
be let down. By way of definition: a disappointment is when people or circumstances
fail to keep the appointment of our expectations. We then have a disappointment, an
appointment that has not been kept. We can also become
disappointed with ourselves when we fail to live up to our own expectations. As
mentioned, disappointments cannot be avoided, but what we can choose is our attitude
as to how we handle them. If we fail to look to the Lord for encouragement and lay
these disappointments at His feet, the burden of them will eventually lead us into the
next area.
Discouragement. This is the loss of motivation, it is the opposite to encouragement.
Because of the weight of criticism, persecutions, tragedies, lack of appreciation in well
doing, one can be tempted to move toward self pity, looking toward self instead of
the Lord. Hence the Apostles exhortation “Looking unto Jesus............. consider Him,
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who endured such contradiction of sinners against Himself, lest you become weary
and discouraged.......” The reason for looking to Jesus at such a time is to draw the
encouragement necessary for continued motivation to fulfill our ministry and calling.
Living in constant discouragement will ultimately lead to the next step.
Resentment. This is when a person becomes sorry for taking the path they are walking,
and begin to resent that they ever embarked on it. Be it the path of marriage, their
vocation, even their ministry and, dare we say, Christianity itself. Often this is due
to a false perception of Christianity. Frequently the gospel is preached in such a way
as to give the impression that after coming to the Lord, all problems, difficulties and
hardships will disappear making way for the utopia of bliss that many have so often
dreamed. Jesus never promised this, in fact He said “As they have persecuted, and hated
me, so they will do likewise to you.” Looking to Jesus is to draw strength, not to walk
away from difficulties, but to walk victoriously through them. A failure to do so will
lead to the final step warned against.
Bitterness. Best likened to “spiritual cancer.” Slowly it will eat away all spiritual
strength, defiling the believer who will in turn defile and destroy others along with
himself. For bitterness is a negative force that sets out to destroy. It has an attitude
that says “I failed, I could not, it cannot be done, it doesn’t work.” The success of
others contradicts such a persons reasoning, therefore they determine that no other shall
succeed either.

Bitterness will slowly eat away all
spiritual strength, defiling the
believer.
Heb 12:15 “looking diligently lest anyone fall short of the grace of God; lest
any root of bitterness springing up cause trouble, and by this many
become
defiled.”
However, not all problems and difficulties in life are the result of other people, many
are the results of our own folly or immaturity. The Lord in His love and concern for us,
chastens and corrects as a father would his sons. In similar manner, as young children
of the world fail to comprehend the wisdom of such fathering, neither do immature
Christians, who, under the chastening hand of the Lord, often despising the ways
of God, falling into despair and resentment. Hence the Apostles warning goes on to
declare:
Heb 12:5 “And you have forgotten the exhortation which speaks to you
sons: My son, do not despise the chastening of the Lord, nor be
discouraged
you are rebuked by Him...”
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as to
when

God, in His wisdom, and desiring His children to be fruitful, upon which His rewards
are based, will go to any length to ensure that each will realize their full potential. Like
children we have to be motivated, encouraged, and at times chastened and corrected to
bring forth the desired results. It is true, seldom do we enjoy the chastening, in fact at
times we find it grievous as the word states. However if we endure it will produce within
us the desired results.
Heb 12:11 “Now no chastening seems to be joyful for the present, but
grievous; nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness
to those who have been trained by it.”
Right from the beginning God commanded man to be fruitful, a fruitfulness that is a
product flowing out from obedience. An obedience that is not enforced but willingly
chosen from a love relationship in response to God’s divine bidding.

Right from the beginning God commanded man to be fruitful. A product
that flows out of obedience.
The warning concludes with an Old Testament example, that of Esau. In a moment of
weariness after a futile days hunting in the field, he is tempted to sell out his inheritance
for the pleasure of self gratification in alleviating the suffering
s
of the flesh. Not only did this act cost Esau his inheritance, a situation that could not be
reversed, but also planted within him the seeds of bitterness, so great that he would have
slain his own brother if he could have laid hands on him. A bitterness that took over
twenty years to subside
The Author of the Hebrew Epistle draws his warnings to a conclusion with a final word
of exhortation in the final verses of the twelfth chapter. He returns to his starting point
in the first warning where he challenged them to give great attention to things they had
heard so as to avoid neglecting so great a salvation. Repeating these words again, he
concludes with a final word of exhortation, almost repeating the opening of chapter two.
We will quote these two references to see their similarity.
Heb 2:1-3 “Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to the things we
have heard, lest we drift away. For if the word spoken through angels
proved
steadfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a
just reward, how
shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation......”
Heb 12:25 “See that you do not refuse Him who speaks. For if they did not
escape who refused Him who spoke on earth, much more shall we not escape if we turn
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away from Him who speaks from heaven...”
After all is said, a warning is only as effective as the heed given to it. The last and final
word is to bring an awareness of human responsibility to take note and act accordingly
with conduct fitting of the kingdom to which they have been called.
Heb 12:28-29
“Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which
cannot be shaken, let us have grace by which we may serve God acceptably
with reverence and Godly fear. For our God is a
consuming fire.”
These final words focus on a commitment to serve, serve means work, work is what the
believer is called to. We say again, we are saved to be called, not called to be saved.
How we work will be revealed on the day of judgment, for God will reward every man
according to his labour.

Work is what the believer is called
to do.
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REWARDS OF THE KINGDOM
Chapter Nine

We have already established that initial salvation, the rebirth of the spirit, is granted the
believer by grace through faith and not by works. However, a believer once saved is then
called to work (Eph 2:10). “For we are His workmanship created in Christ Jesus for good
works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” It is on the basis
of these works as servants in the household of God that each will receive reward in the
day of judgment. Two major points must always be clearly understood:
1. Eternal Life is an unconditional gift to those who believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of the living God.
2. The entrance and participation of the Messianic Kingdom of a thousand years
is granted the believer on the basis of conduct and service.
We will list here a number of Scriptures that establish the Kingdom of the thousand year
reign of Christ will be the time of reward for the saints. These are they that have laboured
in love and have endured the sufferings and persecutions for Christ’s sake.
Matt 5:11-12 “Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all
kinds of evil against you falsely for my sake. Rejoice and be exceedingly glad,
for great is your
reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who
were before you.”
Acts 14:22 “.....strengthening the souls of the disciples, exhorting them to
continue in the faith, and saying, ‘We must through many tribulations enter the
kingdom of God.’”
II Thes 1:4-5 “So that we ourselves boast of you among the Churches of God for
your patience and faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that you
endure, which is manifest evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you
may be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you also suffer.”

Persecutions, trials and tribulations
can be stepping stones of opportunity.

It was for this reason that the Apostle Paul held such a positive attitude in the many
persecutions, trials, and tribulations that he endured, for he saw these as stepping stones
of opportunity enabling him to qualify for greater glory in the kingdom to come. He
makes constant reference to these facts throughout his writings.
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II Cor 7:4 “Great is my boldness of speech toward you, great is my boasting on
your behalf. I am filled with comfort. I am exceedingly joyful in all our
tribulation.”
Phil 2:17 “Yes, and if I am being poured out as a drink offering on the sacrifice
and service of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all.”
Col 1:24 “I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is
lacking in the afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the
church.”
II Cor 12:10 “Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in
persecutions, in distresses, for Christ’s sake. For when I am weak, then I am
strong.”
Difficulties such as these, the Apostle saw as positive experiences producing within him
a quality of godlike character as strong motivation, enabling him to endure all things and
thereby be counted worthy of the kingdom for which he suffered. It has often been said
to me, serving God to qualify for reward is serving with a wrong motive. If the motive
was solely for the reward this would be true. However scripture must be viewed from all
aspects to maintain balance in this area. The Apostle Paul, although aware that God will
reward His faithful servants, nevertheless served with the needs of the saints at heart, not
his own. This fact is made evident in his epistle to Timothy.
II Tim 2:9-10 “....for which I suffer trouble as an evildoer, even to the point of
chains, but
the word of God is not chained. Therefore I endure all things for
the sake of the
elect, that they also may obtain the salvation which is in
Christ Jesus with
eternal glory.”
Realizing the value of such endurance in suffering, that he himself is not the only one to
stand in honour, encourages his brethren to do likewise, even at his expense. He reminds
them of a very faithful saying:
II Tim 2:12 “If we endure, we shall also reign with Him, (he then warns), but if
we deny Him, (the right of Lordship over our lives), He will also deny us.” (the
right to reign with Him).
And again we do well to quote the word of exhortation from the Hebrew Epistle on this
same note.

Heb 6:10-11 “For God is not unjust to forget your work and labour of love which
you have
shown toward His name, in that you have ministered to the saints,
and do minister. And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence to
the full assurance of hope until the end.”
God will take into account a believer’s motive in ascertaining his reward, along with
many other factors. We will deal with these in another chapter. Sufficient for
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now is to focus on the principle of God rewarding the faithful and the diligent.
Repeatedly down through the history of the Old Testament, the Lord made many
promises and covenants with His people. All the benefits of the covenants were
conditional on God’s people walking in obedience in covenant relationship with Him.
For the Lord constantly warned them that if they disobeyed and broke covenant then He
would withhold the blessings. A study of the covenants and history of the Old Testament
will support this aspect of God’s character. He will always reward obedience, and will
punish disobedience. For those who would argue that in the New Testament era, we
are not under law but under grace, we shall establish that the character of God has not
changed. The principle of rewarding the diligent and penalizing the slothful still stands.
What do the scriptures say concerning this matter?

All the benefits of the covenants were
conditional on God’s people walking
in obedience.
Heb 11:6 “But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to
God must believe that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.”
I Cor 3:8 “Now he who plants and he who waters are one, and each one will
receive his own reward according to his labour.”
It may be argued also that faith is not a work, but a state of belief, and upon this belief
and belief alone God will grant eternal life to those who hold such belief. Faith must be
understood to two realms, that of passive faith, and that of active faith. While the above
statement is very true in the area of passive faith, thus bringing the sinner from a state of
darkness into the light of understanding, and thus resulting in such a one becoming the
recipient of eternal life, this by no means brings him into the category of reward. Eternal
life is never seen as reward, for rewards are gained on the basis of merit, whereas eternal
life is imparted on the basis of grace and grace alone. That there be no doubt in this area,
let us define both of these terms of gift and reward.

1. Gift: That which is given or bestowed; anything which is voluntarily
transferred by one person to another without compensation or consideration of
gain.
2. Reward: Something given in return for good or, sometimes, evil done, for
services, for merit, or the like; requital.
(Quotations from: Webster’s New Twentieth Century Dictionary Unabridged)
Based on the above definition, a reward can only ever be given as a result of services
rendered.

78

A reward can only be given as a
result of services rendered.
From a biblical context, as a result of active faith, a faith that produces results, or a faith
accompanied by works. A good biblical example of both aspects of faith is seen in the
life of Abraham. Firstly from a passive faith, Paul writes to the Romans:
Rom 4:1-3 “What shall we say that Abraham our father has found according to
the flesh? For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something of which to
boast, but not before God. For what does the Scripture say? Abraham believed
God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.”
Paul is dealing here with the subject of initial salvation, a salvation that provides the
believer with imputed, or gift of righteousness. Imputed on the basis that Abraham
believed God, works not being involved at this stage, as is made clear in versus 5-6.
Rom 4:5-6 “But to him who does not work but believes on Him who justifies the
ungodly, his faith is accounted for righteousness, just as David also describes the
blessedness of the man to whom God imputes righteousness apart from works.”
In contrast to the above level of faith, we move to active faith and cite James in his
Epistle. Here he writes of a faith, that unless active, is considered dead, that is, non
active. Also using Abraham as an example, James points out that Abraham was justified
by works. The works being an act of obedience to God’s command to lay down his son’s
life upon the alter. He begins the argument by saying that if a man says he has faith and
does not demonstrate it by works, the question is then asked; “Can faith save him?”
Obviously this salvation cannot refer to initial salvation, the born again experience, for
the scriptures state that this is never on the basis of
works but by grace alone. The salvation spoken of by James here is of the soul, not
the spirit, for the salvation of the soul is worked out by an active faith that will see it’s
reward in time to come, the day of judgment. We will quote snippets from James:
Jam 2:14-26 “What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but
does not have works? Can faith save him?”...............V17 “Thus also faith by
itself, if it does
not have works, is dead” ........V21-24 “Was not Abraham
our father justified by works when he offered Isaac his son on the altar? Do you
not see that faith was working together with his works, and by works faith was
made perfect? And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “Abraham believed
God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.” And he was called the
friend of God. you see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only.”
From these two examples it can be understood that a salvation on the basis of a passive
faith leads to eternal life in Christ. However on the subject of reward, such reward is only
given to he who has produced works of obedience worthy of the Kingdom.
Throughout His teachings Jesus taught His disciples to labour in love, not only toward
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their friends, but also their enemies, always ready to do good without thought of
recompense, promising that in the heaven to come they shall be greatly rewarded.
Luke 6:35 “But love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in
return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Highest.......”

The time of reward is at His coming,
therefore the Kingdom is the time of
reward.
The time of reward is at His coming when He returns with His kingdom and will reward
His saints. The Kingdom therefore, is the time of reward and the believer’s right of
entrance will be determined by his conduct and works.
Matt 16:26-27 “For what is a man profited if he gains the whole world, and
loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul? For the
Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and then He will
reward each according to his works.”

Rev 11:15-18 “Then the seventh angel sounded: And there were loud voices in
heaven, saying, ‘The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our
Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever.’ And the twenty
four elders who sat before God on their thrones fell on their faces and worshipped
God, saying ‘We give thanks, O Lord God Almighty, the One who is and who was
and who is to come, because you have taken your great power and reigned. The
nations were angry, and your wrath has come, and the time of the dead, that they
should be judged, and that you should reward your servants the prophets and the
saints .............”

The Seven Churches and Their promises of Reward
No greater portion of Scripture spells out the principle of reward for the victorious, the
overcomer, the faithful and diligent, than the seven letters that were written to the seven
Churches in the Book of Revelation. The Lord in writing to these seven Churches, firstly
introduces Himself in an aspect of divine significance, which varies from Church to
Church, but all relate back to the overall vision that
John saw in chapter one. He then brings a word of commendation for works that have
been faithfully carried out, and stand in righteousness etc. But then, in most cases, comes
a word of rebuke followed by remedial counsel encouraging them to mend their ways.
Finally, the Lord promises those who will overcome, that is heed His counsel and endure
faithfully and emerge victoriously, various aspects that pertain to the kingdom to come.
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Let us list them
1. The Church of Ephesus.
(a) Word of Revelation - “He who holds the seven stars in His right hand, who
walks in the midst of the seven golden lampstands.”
(b) Word of Commendation - “I know your works, your labour, your patience, and
that you cannot bear those who are evil. And you have tested those who say they
are apostles and are not, and have found them liars; and you have persevered and
have patience, and have laboured for my name’s sake and have not become
weary.”
(c) Word of Rebuke - “Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your
first love.”
(d) Word of Counsel - “Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent
and do the first works.”

(e) Word of Warning - “Or else I will come to you quickly and remove your
lampstand from its place, unless you repent.”
(f) Word of Promise - “To him who overcomes I will give to eat from the tree of
life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of God.”
The promise to the overcomer in this letter, is to eat of the tree of life. On first thoughts
it could be understood by some to mean eating of the tree of life for salvation, the new
birth. However, it is to a Church that He speaks, a people who are already born again
and partakers of eternal life. The promise to eat of the tree of life in this case is not for
the purpose of eternal life but for divine wisdom and guidance. Proverbs 3:13-18 states a
very clear list of the attributes of wisdom, one of them being “She is a tree of life to those
who take hold of her.”
2. The Church in Smyrna
(a) Word of Revelation - “The First and the Last, who was dead, and came to life.”
(b) Word of Commendation - “I know your works, tribulation, and poverty (but
you are rich); and I know the blasphemy of those who say they are Jews and are
not, but are a synagogue of Satan.”
(c) Word of Counsel - “Do not fear any of those things which you are about to
suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may
be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days.”
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(d) Word of Promise - “Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of
life.”
NB. Because there is no word of rebuke to this Church, neither is there a word of
warning.

The crown of life is granted the believer as a reward for faithful service.
Again it must be stressed that the crown of life mentioned here has no relevancy to the
rebirth of the spirit, but is granted the believer as a reward for faithful service, implying a
seat of authority in the Kingdom to come. On the basis of a finished work, faithful to the
end, Paul has that assurance of such a crown.

II Tim 4:7-8 “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept
the faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the
Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on the Day....”
3. The Church in Pergamos
(a) Word of Revelation - “He who has the sharp two-edged sword.”
(b) Word of Commendation - “I know your works, and where you dwell, where
Satan’s throne is. And you hold fast to my name, and did not deny my faith even
in the days in which Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was killed among you,
where Satan dwells.”
(c) Word of Rebuke - “But I have a few things against you, because you have
there those who hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling
block before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to commit
sexual immorality. Thus you also have those who hold the doctrine of the
Nicolaitans, which thing I hate.”
(d) Word of Warning - “Repent, or else I will come quickly and will fight against
them with the sword of my mouth.”
(e) Word of Promise - “To him who overcomes I will give some of the hidden
manna to eat. And will give him a white stone, and on the stone a new name
written which no one knows except him who receives it.”
By the hidden manna, this refers to the mysteries of the kingdom sought by the diligent
who endure the sound meat of the word, having progressed from the simplicity of milk.
When asked by His disciples why He spoke to the multitudes in parables, Jesus replied:
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Matt 13:10-11 “And the disciples came and said to Him, ‘Why do you speak to
them in parables?’ He answered and said to them, ‘Because it has been given to
you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been
given.’”
The white stone represents the act of acceptance. In ancient times ballots were cast, the
voters were given a white and a black stone. The white stone when placed in the ballot
box meant acceptance whereas the black stone spelt rejection. (A system still practiced by
the Masonic Lodge in these days).

4. The Church in Thyatira
(a) Word of Revelation - “Who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet like fine
brass.”
(b) Word of Commendation - “I know your works, love, service, faith, and your
patience; and as for your works, the last are more than the first.”
(c) Word of Rebuke - “Nevertheless I have a few things against you, because you
allow that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, to teach and beguile my
servants to commit sexual immorality and to eat things sacrificed to idols.”
(d) Word of Warning - “Indeed I will cast her into a sickbed, and those who
commit adultery with her into great tribulation, unless they repent of their deeds.
And I will kill her children with death. And all the Churches shall know that I am
He who searches the minds and hearts. And I will give to each one of you
according to your works.”
(e) Word of Comfort - “But to you I say, and to the rest in Thyatira, as many as do
not have this doctrine, and who have not known the depths of Satan, as they call
them, I will put on you no other burden.”
(f) Word of Counsel - “but hold fast what you have till I come.”
(g) Word of Promise - “And he who overcomes, and keeps my works until the end,
to him I will give power over the nations - He shall rule them with a rod of iron; as
the potter’s vessels shall be broken to pieces - as I also received from my Father;
and I will give him the morning star.
The right of rule together with Jesus in the Messianic Kingdom, is repeatedly promised the
faithful saints who make Jesus the number one priority of life above everything else, and
who suffer for His names sake.
Matt 19:28
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“So Jesus said to them, ‘Assuredly I say to you, that in the

regeneration, when the Son of Man sits on the throne of His glory, you who have
followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”
II Tim 2:12 “If we endure , we shall also reign with Him.........”
The morning star, which is the second word of promise to this Church, is for faithful
recognition and heeding to the prophetic word. Letting scripture reveal scripture, we see
the same thought in Peter’s second Epistle.

II Pet 1:19 “We also have the prophetic word made more sure, which you do well
to heed as a light that shines in a dark place, until the day star dawns and the
morning star rises in your hearts.”
5. The Church in Sardis
(a) Word of Revelation - “He who has the seven Spirits of God and the seven
stars.”
(b) Word of Commendation/Rebuke - “I know your works, that you have a name
that you are alive, but you are dead. Be watchful, and strengthen the things which
remain, that are ready to die, for I have not found your works perfect before God.
(c) Word of Counsel - “Remember therefore how you have received and heard;
hold fast and repent.”
(d) Word of Warning - “Therefore if you will not watch, I will come upon you as a
thief, and you will not know what hour I will come upon you.”
(e) Word of Promise - “You have a few names even in Sardis who have not defiled
their garments; and they shall walk with me in white, for they are worthy. He who
overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I will not blot his name from
the book of life; but I will confess his name before my father and before His
angels.”
The white garments spoken of in this text correspond to the righteous works of the
saints. That which they have produced through faithful service in ministry, developed
righteousness, not imputed. This can also be substantiated from Rev 19 pertaining to the
preparation of the Bride.
Rev 19: 7-8 “Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of
the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready. And to her it was
granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the
righteous acts of the saints.”
6. The Church in Philadelphia
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(a) Word of Revelation - “He who is holy, He who is true, He who has the key of
David, He who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no one opens.”

(b) Word of Commendation - “I know your works. See, I have set before you an
open door, and no one can shut it; for you have a little strength, have kept my
word, and have not denied my name.”
(c) Word of Comfort - “Indeed I will make those of the synagogue of
Satan,
who say they are Jews and are not, but lie - indeed I will make
them
come
and
worship before your feet, and to know that I have loved
you. Because you have kept
my command to persevere, I also will keep you from the hour of trial which shall come
upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth.”
(d) Word of Counsel - “Behold, I come quickly! Hold fast what you have, the no
one may take your crown.”
(e) Word of Promise - “He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the
temple of my God, and he shall go out no more. And I will write on him the
name of the city of my God, the New Jerusalem, which comes down out of
heaven from my God. And I will write on him my new name.”
The word of promise to the Philadelphians was firstly that the overcomer would be
a “pillar” in the temple of God. Note that it is in the Temple of God, not the Church. In
Galatians chapter two verse nine, Paul makes reference to Cephas and John as pillars
in the Church, that is they who were at the forefront of bearing responsibility and
authority. In the case of the Philadelphians it was a futuristic promise to the overcomer,
to qualify one had first to overcome. The statement “He shall go out no more” reveals
the permanency of this temple, all other temples having been destroyed, even the Church
will come to an end on the day that the kingdom of Christ be ushered in.
Secondly the Lord promised the over comer that upon him three distinct names:
1. The name of my God
2 The name of the city of my God
3. The name of the Lord Himself
Unto Moses God revealed Himself as the almighty “I Am” the God that is ever present
and changes not. But Jesus came and revealed to us the name of God in “Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost” (The Lord Jesus Christ) the name into which we are all baptized. To
have this name invoked upon us as a gift, and be called to walk worthy of that name is
one thing, but to have it stamped or engraved upon
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us as a reward for overcoming is another. For it means that the overcomer has developed
the character and reputation of God through faithful ministry and service.
The name of the “City of my God’ is also engraved upon the overcomer, thus revealing
the acceptance of citizenship and being accounted worthy of that city in its inaugural day
of revelation.
Finally, inscribed upon the overcomer will be the “New Name of the Lord Himself” the
name of the Lamb who is worthy, the mighty Christ, the Conqueror, the King of Kings.

7. The Laodicean Church
(a) Word of Revelation - “These things says the Amen, the Faithful and True
Witness, the Beginning of the Creation of God.”
(b) Word of Rebuke - “I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I
could wish you were cold or hot.”
(c) Word of Warning - “ So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold
nor hot, I will spew you out of my mouth. Because you say, ‘I am rich, and have
become wealthy, and have need of nothing,’ and do not know that you are
wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked.”
(d) Word of Counsel - “I counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire,
that you may be rich; and white garments, that you may be clothed, that the
shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye
salve, that you may see.”
(e) Word of Comfort - “Behold I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears
my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he
with me.”
(f) Word of Promise - “To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with me on my
throne, as I also overcame and sat down with my Father on His throne.”
This final promise climaxes the rewards of the kingdom, to have the right and position
of rulership together with Jesus in His Messianic Kingdom. Such a privilege given only
to the overcomer, even as Jesus Himself merited the right of

position on His father’s throne by overcoming.
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In conclusion: In these seven letters to the seven churches of Asia, recorded in the Book
of Revelation, it is clearly stated that all the rights and privileges in the
Kingdom to come are reserved only for those who merit the right to receive them by
being faithful overcomers during their time of ministry here on earth. Through faith in
the atoning work of Christ, many are the gifts imputed to the believer, but to assume a
package deal to all the rights of the Kingdom, based solely on the fact of having been
born again, is both presumptuous and erroneous. The rewards are to be earned. Again
we stress, we are not saved by works, but we are saved for works, and upon these works
a believer will be rewarded.
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DESTINED TO DOMINION
Chapter Ten

The Pathway of Obedience to The Throne
As we have stated back in chapter four, Adam was created by God for the purpose of
having dominion over all of God’s creation. It was pointed out that although Adam was
created for this purpose of dominion, God did not place man in a position of authority
unconditionally, but rather revealed His purpose to man and then called him to a walk
of obedience to realize the calling and thus ultimately be seated upon the throne as an
overcomer, ruling over the works of creation. This path of obedience that God called
Adam to walk was clearly laid out before him. We quote again from the Genesis record:
Gen 1:26-28 “Then God said, Let us make man in Our image, according to Our
likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the
air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that
creeps on the earth. So God created man in His own image; in the image of God
He created him; male and female He created them. Then God blessed them, and
God said to them , “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have
dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living
thing that moves on the earth.”
Adam was called to achieve a number of things, by these he would prove himself
worthy of the throne. Proven worthy both to God and to himself. A position of
authority will always place a person in an environment of temptation. First to outside
forces, who will ever seek to tempt him with bribes and corruption to fulfill their own
ends. Secondly, from within himself will always lurk the danger of temptation to be
lifted up in pride, and thus turn that position of authority for self gain, as did the arch
angel Lucifer. Paul warns Timothy of such a danger in advising him not to set young
inexperienced men into eldership. In laying out the qualifications of and elder he
includes:
I Tim 3:6-7 “not a novice, lest being puffed up with pride he fall into the same
condemnation as the devil. Moreover he must have a good testimony among
those who
are outside, lest he fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.”
God, knowing the power of pride, and the subtle deceit of Satan, gave Adam an
opportunity to prove to God and to himself that he would succumb to neither,
and thus be proven worthy of the throne. However this was not to be, man fell victim
to the external temptations of the devil, and in doing so showed the wisdom of God in
withholding the throne and reserving it for the overcomer. Approximately four thousand
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years later, Christ demonstrated to the world that which Adam failed to achieve, He
Himself now doing. He then calls man back to this path of obedience with the promise
that if he is to overcome, the throne still awaits the victor.
Rev 3:21 “To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with me on my throne, as I
also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.”

We will now look at the challenge God put before Adam to achieve dominion and see its
relevancy to the believer today. The areas that Adam was called to obey were:
(a) To be fruitful
(b) To multiply
(c) To subdue.

}
}
The fulfillment of these would result in
dominion.
}

The first command God gave to Adam, and to all mankind for that matter, was to
be “Fruitful.” Right throughout scripture this command is thematically woven.
Psm 1:3 “He (the righteous) shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water,
that brings forth its fruit in its season....”
Prov 11:30 “The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life.”
Matt 3:10 “...Therefore every tree which does not bear good fruit is cut
and thrown into the fire.”

down

John 15:8 “By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you
will be my disciples.”
John 15:16 “... but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear
fruit, and that you fruit should remain....”
Rom 7:4 “Therefore, my brethren, you also have become dead to the law through
the body of Christ, that you should be married to another, even to Him who has raised
you from the dead, that we should bear fruit to God.”

Heb 12:11 “Now no chastening seems to be joyful for the present, but
grievous; nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness
to those who have been trained by it.”
After he had sinned, together with His wife, Adam hid from the presence of God. When
God appeared calling him, “Where are you Adam?” The question was directed to Adam’s
philosophical state, rather than his geographical position. For Adam emerged from hiding
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dressed up like a barren fruitless Fig tree, the very thing that Jesus cursed to illustrate the
bareness of the Nation of Israel.

Principles of Fruitbearing
1. Relationship

The number one principle of being
fruitful is relationship.
The number one principle of being fruitful is relationship. Nothing can be fruitful by itself,
for this reason God said “It is not good that man dwell alone.” Adam was to be fruitful on
two accounts:
(a) Naturally : Out of a relationship with his wife Eve.
(b) Spiritually : Out of a relationship with God.
It was for this reason that Satan was determined to break the relationship between Adam
and God. Break or destroy any relationship and a state of barrenness will result. The basic
factor of sin being the act of independence. The Church, the Body of Christ, is a corporate
body and is self edifying by the contributions of every member, motivated by love.
Ephesians 4:11-16. Thereby growing into the stature and maturity of Christ. No
one member reaching perfection individually.
Nothing destroys the unity of the
Spirit and the faith than the spirit of independence. That is why man’s self efforts are not
acceptable to God. This principle is beautifully illustrated by Jesus in His allegoric
teaching in the fifteenth chapter of the Gospel of John. To begin with the importance of
attachment (fellowship) is established.

John 15:1-2 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch
in me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit
He prunes, that it may bear more fruit.”
It must be noted here that in addressing the disciples, he likens each of them to a branch.
To clarify that it is the disciples that He is referring to, Jesus makes special reference
to them in the next verse by stating that they were all clean by the word He had spoken
unto them. Not all branches were fruitful, those that were, were pruned with the view of
even producing more. Whereas those who were not, were cut off and discarded. Let the
Christian then realize that not all believers are fruitful, many are not.
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The branches that were fruitful were
pruned with the view of producing
even more
Fellowship does not automatically imply relationship. Relationships are developed in
the areas of intimacy. To use the word of Jesus, it means to “abide” - which means to
dwell with in intimacy. For example: A man may fellowship with many ladies in his
local church, but he abides with only one, his wife, and she alone bears his fruit. Jesus
therefore proceeds to say:
John 15:4-5 “Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of
itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in
me. I am the
vine, you are the branches. He who abides in me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for
without me you can do nothing.”
The branches, although attached to the vine but do not abide and subsequently remain
unfruitful, will be cut off and gathered in bundles and are burned. To refer to all
branches, both fruitful and unfruitful as born again Christians, may cause some to
question, due to the unfruitful being burned by fire. It must be remembered that all
branches were attached to the vine and were drawing life from the vine, we cannot put
unbelievers into this category. By fire, Jesus was not referring to Gehenna the lake of
fire, for no believer will enter there. Within the context of the allegory, by fire Jesus was
meaning the kitchen fire, as this was where the prunings of the vineyard ended up. They
had value, but had degenerated from primary use to secondary, or as we could say, from
the perfect will of God to His permissive will.
The key to abiding lies in two main factors:
(a) Abiding in His Word
(b) Abiding in His Love
These two areas are seen in the following verses:
John 15:7 “If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, you will ask
you desire, and it shall be done for you.”

what

John 15:9-10 “As the Father loved me, I also have loved you; abide in my
love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have
kept my Father’s commandments and abide in His love.”
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As believers we are called to walk in the Spirit and not the flesh. He who minds the things
of the flesh will bring forth its fruit. Whereas those who walk after the Spirit will manifest
the fruit of the Spirit. It is by abiding in the Word and the Spirit that a believer will bring
forth fruit. As Paul wrote to the Colossians:

Those who walk after the Spirit will
manifest the fruit of the Spirit
Col. l 1:9-10 “....that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all
wisdom and spiritual understanding; that you might have a walk worthy of the Lord,
fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of
God.”
Gal 5:16 I say then: “Walk in the Spirit, and you will not fulfill the lust of the
flesh.”
Finally the Lord exhorts them to bring forth fruit that will remain (V16). Bearing in mind
that the believer is called to endure faithfully until the end.

2. Death To Self
he second principle of being fruitful is that of death. Jesus had encouraged His disciples to
take up their cross and follow him, pointing out that he who seeks to save his life will lose
it, and he that loses his life for the Lord will find it.
Matt 16:24-25 “Then Jesus said to His disciples, :If anyone desires to
come
after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.
For whoever
desires to save his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life
for my sake will find
it.”
Death in this context is voluntary, just as Jesus Himself said “I lay my life down, no one
takes it from me.” In like manner the Lord puts the cross before us and then invites us to
take it up. It is never forced on the believer. It is a personal cross, each differing from the
other. By taking up the cross, we deny and crucify (ie. render powerless, or inoperative)
the self will, the old nature, the flesh.
John 10:15 “....and I lay down my life for the sheep.” V17-18 “Therefore
the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up again.
No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of myself....”
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We emphasize the point that Jesus laid down His life voluntarily, as He said, “No man
takes it from me, I lay it down.” This is what God intended of Adam in the beginning,
willing obedience which would have been his path to maturity, equipping him for the
throne. Jesus now demonstrates this concept of willing obedience from a love relationship.
We must ever keep in mind that God desires a people who will serve and worship Him
from love commitment and not that of law.

God desires a people who will serve
and worship Him from love and
commitment.
Life flows out of death. That is why Jesus said, that if a man seeks to save his life he will
lose it, but he who loses it will find it. This principle of life out of death is evident in many
passages of scripture, for example:
John 12:24 “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat fall into
the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much
grain.”
II Cor 4:12 “So then death is working in us, but life in you.”
As we have previously stated, this principle is expressed in the cross, the principle
of “denial of self.” This must not be confused with “self denial,” for this is the denying
of oneself pleasure and things etc. Whereas “denial of self” is the denial of the right to
self, this right having been yielded over to God. It is the self will that always inhibits and
blocks the divine will of God from being accomplished. When the self will is denied by
the cross principle, the will of God flows in the manifestation of the “fruit of the Spirit.”
In contrast to the above, Adam chose the path of independence, severing his relationship
with God and as a result bringing death out of life, instead of life out of death. In similar
manner we will either minister life or death depending on whether or not we live by the
cross principle or deny it.

3. Divine Discipline
The third principle in being fruitful, is a willingness to submit to the divine dealings of
God, or better expressed as the chastening of God. Coming back to Jesus’ allegory of the
vine and branches in John fifteen, He stated in the second verse “...and every branch that
bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit.”
The kingdom of God, like any kingdom is concerned with economy. The question may
well be asked, “Does God require His Kingdom to prosper, and if so in what manner?”
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From the parables taught by Christ Himself, He emphasized very clearly that God requires
fruit from His followers. The faithful and diligent were rewarded, the slothful suffering
penalty. God has invested in His people, and investment implies a desire for a profitable
return. To illustrate this point, let us look at the Nation of Israel, God’s chosen in the Old
Testament, then draw a parallel to the Church.

God has invested in His people, and
investment implies a desire for a
profitable return.
God raised up the Nation of Israel so that through them all the nations of the earth would
be blessed. It was God’s desire to govern this world through a Nation of people that
He had prepared. Israel seesawed and oscillated between periods of success and failure
throughout Old Testament times. Eventually after a long period
of failure scanning through the four hundred silent years, the silence was broken as John
the Baptist brought a challenging prophetic word, calling Israel to repentance.
Matt 3:7-10 “But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees
coming to his baptism, he said to them, “Brood of vipers! Who has
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Therefore bear fruits worthy of
repentance, and do not think to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham
as
our
father.’ For I say to you that God is able to raise up children to
Abraham from these
stones. And even now the ax is laid to the root of
the trees. Therefore every tree
which does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”
A number of points from this prophecy we will list:
(a) A word of identification: Although John knew them to be Pharisees
Sadducees, he identified them as a “brood of vipers.”

and

(b) A call to repentance: “Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance.”
(c) A word of counsel: John counsels them not to rely on their natural
lineage as being of the seed of Abraham.
(d) A prophetic word of warning: He warns them that the ax of judgment is
already poised, and if no fruit should evolve, then the ax will fall.
(e) A word of consequence: John spelt out that if their state of bareness
to prevail, then the tree would be cut down and destroyed.
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God raised up John the Baptist as the Prophet to bring this strong warning to Israel,
calling them to repentance. He warned them that if they did not repent and bring forth
the fruit of the Kingdom, then the impending judgment would fall. He recognized the
root of Israel’s problem, the Pharisees and Sadducees, who no longer were setting the
example of fruitful leadership, they were on the contrary - barren. Prolific in religious
foliage, but no fruit. John challenged them on the falseness of their thinking, claiming
their right to the Kingdom, to sit in the seat of the privileged as God’s elect, based on the
fact that they were the natural seed of Abraham.
Again we emphasize the point that Jesus Himself made no claim to the throne on the
basis that He was the Son of God, but on the grounds that He had been fruitful in
finishing the work entrusted to Him and had overcome all opposition
from His enemies. As an overcomer He inherited the throne, and promises a similar
reward to all His followers who likewise overcome. The prophecy finds its fulfillment in
Matthew 21, Jesus curses a barren fig tree. This miraculous event is often misunderstood
by the many due to it being seen as an incidental happening that occurred, and failing to
see the prophetic linkage to John’s earlier warning. Some have even suggested that Jesus
cursed the tree because he was angry that it had no fruit and He was hungry. To do so
would cast a slur on the character of Christ, as this would suggest spite. In Christ there
was no sin, spite, nor unjust anger, nor did the desire for revenge lay within Him. The
question as to why Jesus cursed the tree must be answered.
By seeing the prophetic connection of this act to John’s prophecy, it can be clearly
understood. By comparing Mark’s account of the incident we obtain greater insight. “On
the morrow....having leaves if happy He mind find..... but found not because the time
of figs was not (yet). The word “Yet” being in italics denotes that it is not found in the
original manuscript. By its insertion, there arises an inference that the general season
of figs had not yet arrived. If this were true, Jesus would not have looked for fruit, as
having grown in this environment Jesus knew the season of figs and would not have
looked outside of season.
In studying the nature of the fig tree, we understand it to be one of the few trees whose
fruit buds sprout at the same time as the leaves. With most fruit trees, the leaves are well
grown before the fruit buds sprout. Mark therefore, places the emphasis on the fact that
Jesus saw the tree “having leaves” thus implying that if it had leaves it should have had
fruit. The statement “the time of figs was not” therefore pertains to this specific tree and
not the general harvest.
Jesus cursed the tree as an object lesson for His disciples, to show them that Israel, like
this barren fig tree, were prolific in religious foliage but were barren, producing not the
fruit of the Kingdom. Jesus goes on to reinforce this point, firstly with the parable of
the two sons (V28-32), followed by the parable of the wicked vinedressers (V33-39). In
this parable of the vineyard a number of points are to be noted keeping them within the
context of the chapter and subject matter under consideration.
96

(a) The landlord owned the vineyard for the sole purpose of gathering a
harvest of fruit.
(b) When the time of fruit drew near. Cf. Psm 1:1-3 The righteous are
likened to a tree planted by the river of water, that will bring forth its fruit in its
season, whose leaf will not wither, and whatever he does shall
prosper.
(c) What shall he do with the unfaithful and murderers? - they shall
destroyed.

be

(d) And let out the vineyard unto other husbandmen who will render to
owner fruit in due season.

the

The interpretation is not difficult when kept in context with the flow of Jesus teaching.
(a) The vineyard represents, or illustrates the Nation of Israel as God’s
kingdom here on earth.
(b) The keepers of the vineyard represent the Pharisees and Sadducees - the
religious leaders to whom God entrusted the oversight of His people.
(c)The servants of the vineyard owner represent the Prophets of God,
up until John the Baptist.

right

(d) The owner of the Vineyard depicts God Himself.
As the keepers of the vineyard slew the Master’s servants, so also is Israel guilty for the
slaying of the Prophets of God. The parable culminates with the sending of the owner’s
son, whom they also slew. In similar manner, when God sent His son to receive the fruit,
Israel likewise slew Him also. Jesus then asked His disciples: “What will the owner of
the vineyard do to those wicked men at His coming?” He wanted them to answer; He
wanted them to judge. They replied, “He will destroy them and let out the vineyard to
other husbandmen, which shall render the fruit.”
Jesus then sums it all up in verse 43.
Matt 21:43 “Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken
you and given to a nation bearing the fruits of it.”

The love of God will go to no end of
length to give His people every
opportunity to be fruitful.
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from

Relating the above event with Jesus’ teaching of the importance of good husbandry in
the work of pruning (divine chastening) in John’s Gospel chapter fourteen, together with
Paul’s allegoric teaching of the wild and natural olive trees in the Roman Epistle, we
learn that the love of God will go to no end of
length on His part, through divine chastening, to give His people every opportunity to
be fruitful. This principle is further supported by the author of the Hebrew Epistle in
Chapter twelve.
Heb 12:5b-7 “......My son, do not despise the chastening of the Lord, nor be
discouraged when you are rebuked by Him; for whom the Lord loves
He chastens,
and scourges every son whom He receives. If you endure
chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom
a father does not chasten?” V11 “Now no chastening seems to be joyful for
the present, but grievous;
nevertheless. afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of
righteousness to those who have been trained by it.”
The result of good training in the area of spiritual disciplines, builds quality of character,
especially that of personal diligence. We will conclude this portion on divine discipline
with the exhortative words of Peter in his second epistle and the first chapter.
II Pet 1:10-11 “Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your
calling and election sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble; for so an
entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into the
everlasting kingdom of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”
We have studied the purpose and importance of being fruitful. Now we must understand
what must be done with such fruit. It must be invested for the purpose of multiplication.
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DESTINED TO DOMINION CON’T
Chapter Eleven

In our previous chapter we looked and the principle of fruitbearing. We now consider the
principle of multiplication. This was the second command given to Adam that he may
learn the principle of investment.
Gen 1:28 “Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and
multiply; ...”

Principles of Multiplication
1. The Value of Investment
When God created man in His own image, He invested Himself in man. This concept has
it’s fulfillment in the giving of His son as the Passover Lamb to man for the purpose of
atonement. Understanding this principle of investment, Jesus stated:

but if it

John 12:24 “Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die it abides alone,
dies it will bring forth much fruit.”

The principle of investment works to multiply through the power of resurrection out from
death. For this to happen there must first be a sowing unto death. Not just to be seen in
physical death, being the act of death, but the death principle of dying to self, being an
attitude of death. As already seen in the Apostle Paul’s statement:
II Cor 4:12 “So then death works in us, but life in you.”
This principle was not only seen operating in the life of Paul but was also evident
throughout Christ’s life and ministry. The Apostle himself alludes to this in his Philippian
letter.
Phil 2:3-8 “Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in
lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. Let each of you
look out not only for his
own interests, but also for the interests of others. Let this
mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who being in the form of God, did not
consider it robbery to be equal
with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking
the form of a servant, and coming in the likeness of men. And being found in
appearance as a man, He
humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the
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death

of the cross.”
This philosophy, when pursued to it’s ultimate, may lead to physical death. The practical
lesson in daily living, is a consideration for the needs and values of others, in contrast
to pushing ourselves forward to fulfill our own needs and desires. Many Christians who
know the blessing of God in their lives, evidenced by a degree of fruitfulness, often
never develop into good servants because they tend to hold the blessings of God to
themselves.

Many christians often never develop
because they tend to hold the blessings
of God to themselves.
Prov 11:24 “There is one who scatters, yet increases more; and there is
who withholds more than is right, but it leads to poverty.”

one

To increase and multiply it is necessary to plant or scatter. The Apostle Paul instructed
Timothy with this same principle when encouraging him to fruitful ministry.
II Tim 2:2 “And the things that you have heard from me among many
witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.”
Jesus likewise taught His disciples in the same manner when He instructed them in the
importance of good spiritual acumen. This being recorded in the parable of the unjust
steward, Luke 16:1-13. Jesus emphasized the point that often people of the world are far
wiser than Christians (Children of the light), in preparing for themselves security while
on this earth, than the Christians are in preparing for themselves eternal security and
blessing in the Kingdom to come.
Luke 16:8b “For the sons of this world are more shrewd (KJV. Wiser) in their
generation than the sons of light.”
By generation, means their time here on earth, as against Christians who will dwell not
only is this generation but also in the age, or Kingdom to come. The key to the parable
being the importance of investment. The shrewd servant saw

the value of investing in his master’s debtors. In like manner Jesus also encourages His
disciples to invest also in people.
Luke 16:9 “And I say to you, make friends for yourselves by
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unrighteous

mammon, that when you fail (die), they may receive you

into everlasting habitations.

By investing in people we are investing in the Kingdom.
By investing in people, firstly we are investing in the Kingdom, bringing about its
expansion through wise deposits of our material possessions as well as the Word of God.
A good question to ask ourselves “Who will applaud our entrance in the Kingdom to
come?” The answer must lie in all those we have invested in and thereby having been
instrumental in securing them a place in the Kingdom.
Investment, by way of planting, watering, nurturing and finally reaping, are all areas
of labour and toil. As we have already mentioned in the chapter “Rewards of the
Kingdom,” God will reward His labourers.
I Cor 3:8 “Now he who plants and he who waters are one, and each one will
receive his own reward according to his own labour.
Heb 4:11 “Let us therefore be diligent (KJV. labour) to enter that rest,
any fall after the same example of disobedience. (As did Israel).

lest

In our studies of the parable of the unjust steward and similar parables, such as the
parable of the talents, the parable of the pounds etc. we must understand that God, who
has so graciously invested Himself in us, is requiring a profit or yield. He will in due
time reward all His faithful labourers. However, in evaluating the measure of reward for
any one individual labourer, God will take four major factors into account.
(a) The ability one has to do the task.
(b) The degree of diligence committed to the task.
(c) The opportunity to do the task.
(d) The motive by which the task is done.
We will look at three parables, taught by Jesus to His disciples, to illustrate these four
points.
(a) The parable of the Talents: illustrating ability to labour.
(b) The parable of the Pounds: illustrating degree of diligence in
labour.
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performing

(c) The parable of the Vineyard: illustrating both opportunity and motive in
labour.
1. Ability: Parable of the Talents - Matthew 25:14-30
The parable of the talents is a parable about service and responsibility entrusted to a
believer, one who is saved and called to serve his master. The amount of responsibility
given to each servant depended upon their ability to handle it. The object of the teaching
here is to establish that not all people have the same ability. The master gave to each of
his servants responsibility according to each ones uniqueness, for not all have the same
gifting of ministry.
Matt 25:15 “And to one he gave five talents, to another two, and to
another one, to each according to his own ability; and immediately he went
on a journey.”
There is often a tendency among some, especially those of lower ability, to feel as
though they cannot compete with those of greater ability. In such cases, one tends to
draw back and not function, either with feelings of inadequacy, or that of resentment and
jealousy toward those of greater abilities. Never is it the nature of God to set one against
another, we are only ever in competition with no one but ourselves, that is to do our best.

God takes into account not the quantity
produced, but the percentage of yield
according to that which was entrusted.

When the master returned and called his servants to give a report on their labours, we
learn that two of them were commended for their faithfulness. It is interesting to note
that each of these, although differing in ability, received identical reward.
By comparing verse 21 with verse 23 we see their rewards were equal. Why is this?
Because God here, takes into account not the quantity produced, but the percentage of
yield according to that which was entrusted.
(a) He that had five talents: 5 + 5 = 10, which is 100% profit.
(b) He that had two talents: 2 + 2 = 4, which is 100% profit.
Thus we see that each was rewarded according to their percentage of increase. God
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therefore, in calculating reward, takes into account a ratio of quantity over ability to
establish quality, or percentage of yield.. In like manner, he who was entrusted with the
one talent could also have done the same.
(c) He that had one talent: 1 + 1 = 2, which would have been 100% profit also,
but because of fear, buried his talent yielding no profit and was
therefore
judged
unfaithful and slothful, being rewarded accordingly by
being cast into outer
darkness.
The whole point of the parable, is to show that it is not important how much or how little
the Lord entrusts to us, but rather our faithfulness in putting it to work through investment
into the lives of others that the Lord might have increase.

What matters is our faithfulness in
investing into the lives of others
that the Lord might have increase.
2. Diligence: Parable of the Pounds - Luke 19:11-26
This also is another parable speaking of servants at work, depicting the principle of labour
and reward in the Kingdom. Unlike the previous parable where ability differed from one
servant to another, five, two and one, this parable shows servants of equal ability, for all
ten were given the same responsibility, one pound each. Thus the basis of reward of labour
in this case is based solely on degree of diligence.
(a) The first servant to give account: Ten fold increase = Right to rule over
ten cities.
b) The second servant to give account: Five fold increase = the right to
over five cities.

rule

As in the former parable, the slothful, unfaithful servant was rewarded with the
same punishment and cast into outer darkness. The two profitable servants were both
rewarded in direct proportion to their degree of diligence. One servant, with the same
ability, having been only half as diligent as the other, therefore only received half the
reward of he who had been twice as diligent.
Reference can be made to a similar parable of the kingdom, the first of the kingdom
parables in Matthew thirteen, that of the parable of the sower. Of the good seed, some
brought forth thirty fold, some sixty, and others one hundred. The question may be
asked concerning the good ground, “Why the differing percentages of yield, when the
ground, the seed and the sower are the same?” In giving the answer Jesus said:
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(a) “Take heed to “what” you hear” pertaining to the content of what you hear.
Mark 4:24.
(b) “Take heed to “how” you hear” pertaining to the attitude of the hearer. Luke
8:18.
The key to the parable lies in the statement recorded by Mark 4:24. “With the same
measure you use, it will be measured to you.” In other words, he that gives thirty percent
heed to what he hears will bring forth thirty percent, he that gives sixty will yield sixty,
and likewise he that gives one hundred percent heed will bring forth a hundred. The
degree of fruitfulness is in direct proportion to the percentage of diligence. We choose
our own level of diligence, nobody forces nor prevents us.

We choose our own level of diligence,
nobody forces nor prevents us.
To finalize this question of diligence, we quote yet again the words of Peter in his
second epistle.

II Pet 1:10-11 “Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your
calling and election sure, for if you do these things you will never
stumble; for so an entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into the
everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”
Thus in this case, reward is calculated by quantity over diligence to determine
quality.

3. Motive: Parable of the Vineyard - Matt 20:1-16
On the question of motive, it is interesting to understand why the Lord told this
particular parable.
The parable is preceded by a cautionary statement Jesus made to Peter.
Matt 19:30 “But many who are first will be last, and the last first.”
He then concludes the parable of the vineyard by repeating the cautionary warning in
verse sixteen. Therefore, sandwiched between these two occasions this warning is given,
lies the parable. It is obvious then, that Jesus told the parable to illustrate this warning.
To whom did he speak it, and why? Primarily to Peter, but also for the benefit of the
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other disciples. For Peter had spoken in the collective sense, “we”. Peter had provoked
the Lord by his request to be assured as to what their reward would be, for having
forsaken all to follow the Lord.
Matt 19:27 “Then Peter answered and said to Him, “See we have left all and
followed you. Therefore what shall we have?”
Jesus replied to Peter’s request, reassuring them that the ultimate prize was the throne of
rulership, plus other factors, but cautioned Peter with the warning that if he continued to
follow the Lord with such a motive as “serve to get,” he ran the risk of having been first,
ending up last. Peter had asked this question in response to what he had overheard Jesus
say to the rich young ruler.
Matt 19:21 “If you want to be perfect, go sell what you have and give it
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.”

to the

Peter’s mind, intoxicated by the statement, “Treasure in heaven,” locked on to this
concept of a treasure to be gained and therefore put his request to Jesus. To illustrate the
warning that Jesus spoke to Peter, He proceeds to tell the parable of the Vineyard.
The parable opens with the vineyard owner going to the market place early in the
morning to hire labourers. This he does but they do not commence work until first
striking up terms of agreement as to the amount they should be paid. This done, a penny
a day being the agreed wage, they began their work. At the third hour, and
then subsequently at the sixth, ninth, and eleventh hours, the owner hired yet more
labourers to work in his vineyard. This time no price was agreed upon, but a word of
assurance was given that at the end of the day the master would pay them that which was
right. How much was right? We are not told, in other words his instructions were, “Trust
me to be fair at the end of the day.” Let us compare these two scriptures:
Matt 20:1-2 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out
early in the morning to hire labourers for his vineyard. Now when he had agreed
with the labourers for a denarius (KJV. Penny) a day, he sent them
into
his
vineyard.”
Matt 20:3-4 “And he went out about the third hour and saw others
standing idle in the marketplace, and said unto them, “You also go into the
vineyard, and whatever is right I will give you.” and they went.”
From these two separate approaches we see that Jesus was illustrating to His disciples that
there are two ways in which one can follow and serve the Lord.
(a) On the basis of agreement, or contract.
(b) On the basis of trust
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When it came time to pay the labourers at the end of the day, according to the Levitical
law:
Lev 19:13b “The wages of him who is hired shall not remain with you all night
until morning.”
they were lined up with those who had been hired first, relegated to last, and those who
had been hired last were paid first. The purpose of the Lord was to show the disciples
that the most acceptable and honourable way to serve the lord is on the basis of trust, not
contract. To endevour, as did Peter, to draw the Lord into bargaining agreements would
penalize a believer into forfeiting his place of honour, relegating him to an inferior place.
As believers we might well ask, “How can we be guilty of such bargaining with God?”
Many times you will hear Christians pray, “Lord if you will get me out of this bankrupt
situation I will serve you.” or “Lord if you heal me of this incurable
disease I will serve you,” etc. Such prayers are bargaining with God, placing conditions of
mutual benefits on our service. What God requires is unconditional commitment from His
followers, never is man in a position to bargain with God.
The Lord will always take into account, not only what we do, but also the reason or
motive as to why we do what we do. In studying various forms of motivation, three major
areas are usually considered. Two of these being the most common, the third is not so
common. We will list them.
(a) Fear motivation - based of punishment.
(b) Incentive motivation - based on reward.
(c) Attitudinal motivation - based on love.
For example, a mother may say to her young daughter, “If you do not eat up your
vegetables you will get no ice cream.” or “If you do not behave your self, mummy will
not love you.” These are threats of punishment based on behaviourable response. A subtle
form of manipulation. We may reverse the situation, with a voice of kindness the mother
might say, “If you are a good little girl and eat up all your vegetables, mummy will give
you some ice-cream.” In this way the incentive motivation is used, nevertheless it is still
another form of manipulation.
Both of these forms of motivation are external, that is, they need a second party to do
the motivating. Secondly, both these forms of motivation are dependent upon appetite.
Let us illustrate with the old story of the donkey and the carrot. A man wants to move a
pile of bricks from one position to another, quite some distance away. His only means of
transport is a donkey harnessed to a cart. He loads the bricks into the cart, but being a hot
day and the donkey feeling lazy he doesn’t want to move. The man straps a stick to the
back of the donkey’s neck, dangling a juicy carrot about one foot in front of the donkey’s
mouth. The donkey moves forward endeavouring to reach the carrot, and in so doing pulls
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the cart load of bricks. The donkey is too dumb to realize that he is never going to reach
the carrot, but at the arrival of the destination the man unties the carrot and gives it to
the donkey as reward. But what if the donkey is not hungry, the whole exercise fails. We
move then to motivation number two.
The man unties the stick from off of the donkey’s neck, uses the stick as a whip and beats
the donkey, who flinches his way to the destination. But after awhile the donkey becomes
immune to the whipping and in his stubbornness decides to put up with it and not move.
Both of these external forms of motivation have their limitations. This brings us to the
third form of motivation, that of attitudinal motivation, based on love or desire. This,
unlike the former two, is internal and not
external. It is personal motivation from within. Motivated, not because we are enticed,
forced, or compelled, but because we choose to do, or respond. A good
scriptural example that quotes all three of these forms of motivation is that of Paul’s in
his second epistle to the Corinthians.
II Cor 9:7 “So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not
of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.”

grudgingly or

Firstly: Fear motivation - giving grudgingly. Because the Bible states that he who
withholds will tend to poverty, and wishing to avoid poverty, he gives with an
attitude of, “Here God, take it and leave me alone.” Such a person gives to avoid the
consequences of not giving, but would rather not.
Secondly: Incentive motivation - giving out of necessity. Having read the
scripture “Give and it shall be given unto you.”(Luke 6:35). Although this is a scriptural
principle, nevertheless if our motive is to give to get, that is with an attitude that
says, “For me to get, it is necessary for me to first give,” then the motive has self as the
bottom line, therefore not acceptable to the Lord.
Thirdly: Attitudinal motivation - giving willingly. This form of giving, gives for no
other reason than to bless, because we love and choose to do so. This is the giving that
God will honour in the day of the lord. A classic example of this form of motivation in
giving, seen at the time of Moses encouraging the children of Israel to bring offerings of
material to build the tabernacle:
Exodus 25:2 “Speak to the children of Israel, that they bring Me an
offering. From everyone who gives it willingly with his heart you shall
take
My offering.”
The condition of giving, for the offering to be acceptable, was that it be given with a
willing heart, or attitude. Whatever we do for the Lord in service, giving, worshipping,
witnessing etc. it must come from a heart motivated by love. For Jesus said “If you love
me, keep my commandments.”
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4. Opportunity: Parable of the vineyard - Matt 20:1-16
As we have already seen, not all believers have the same ability. The same also applies
to opportunity, not all have the same opportunities. Some are born into an environment
of wealth and comfort, others into poverty and suffering. Some are born in the cities of
developed nations, others in the jungles of remote regions. In such matters of these, we
have no choice. But, in the eyes of God, are some then at greater advantage over others?
In calculating a believer’s reward, this whole
question of opportunity is taken into account, therefore one is not in a position of
advantage over another. For example, God has not called us all to be evangelists to the
caliber of Dr.Billy Graham. A Christian mother dwelling in the slums of poverty, if she
be faithful in witnessing to those around her within her economic reach, her reward may
equal that of Dr. Billy Graham.
This whole principle is illustrated in the parable of the vineyard. As we have already
noticed, the owner hired labourers at subsequent levels of time throughout the day. The
beginning, the third hour, the sixth, the ninth, and finally the eleventh. Let us pick up on
those who were hired at the eleventh hour:
Matt 20:6-7 “And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others
standing idle, and said to them, “Why have you been standing here idle all
day?” They said to him, “Because no one hired us.” He said to them,
“You also go
into the
vineyard, and whatever is right you will receive.”
The question was put to them as to why they were standing idle. By their
answer “Because no one has hired us,” we understand that they were idle, not because
they were lazy, but because they lacked the opportunity to work, no one had hired them.
We note that the owner of the vineyard said, “Why are you standing here idle all day?”
Right from the beginning of the day, when those that were hired first went to work, they
were also there waiting to be hired. They were in the market place making themselves
available for work but were not given the opportunity. When given the opportunity they
gladly went to work.
Likewise, in the harvest field of humanity, God calls and sets His labourers according to
His will and planning, we do not all get the same opportunity. Many and varied are the
ministries, and placings of responsibility in the body of Christ. Let us not be jealous and
envious of others as Paul taught the Corinthian believers in I Corinthians twelve.
In this parable Jesus illustrated that in calculating a believer’s reward, God will take
into account a ratio of willingness to opportunity to establish quality. It might be
wondered by some, why did the owner instruct all the labourers to receive the same
amount in wages. He had promised to pay the latter employed, “that which was right”.
Had he therefore paid them:
(a) Those hired at the third hour - three farthings.
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(b) Those hired at the sixth hour - a halfpence.
(c) Those hired at the ninth hour - a farthing.

(d) Those hired at the eleventh hour - A mite.
The above rates would have been fair and just, based on the rate that a full days pay
was rewarded for a penny. But rather than pay them that was “right,” he paid them
that which was “good.” What then is the difference between right and good. let the
scriptures tell us.
Romans 5:7 “For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a
good man someone would even dare to die.”
In the above scripture a distinction is made between right and good.
(a) A righteous man is he who does that which is right.
(b) A good man is he who goes beyond what is right, moving into the
of abundance or extravagance.

realm

To support their cry of injustice, the labourers lamented that they had suffered the heat
of the sun on their backs for the full duration of the day. But as the owner rightly pointed
out, they had made an agreement, he had honoured their agreement, here the rightness of
the master is seen. Whereas for the others, the owner saw that they had also suffered, not
physical but emotional suffering. They had suffered the anguish of having to return to
their wives and families saying, “I am sorry, there will be no food tomorrow, I didn’t get
work today.” In the eyes of the master this suffering was equally, if not more difficult
to bear than the heat of the sun knowing that you were at least being paid to provide for
your loved ones. Out of compassion for their need, fully known and understood by the
master, he paid them what they needed and not what they were worth, here the goodness
of the owner is seen.

When we serve the Lord with the right
motive there will be no limit to His
blessing in our lives.
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When we faithfully wait for the Lord to open the doors of opportunity, and serve Him
with the right motive, there will be no limit to His blessing in our lives. The following
verse reveals this aspect of the nature of God.
Eph. 3:20 “Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all
that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us.”
However, bargain and maneuver God into a contract, a contract that He will honour,
will place the believer into a relationship of leanness, ending up last when he could
have been first.

Conclusion.
God will reward the faithful, but in doing so He will take into account these four factors
we have been discussing, ability, diligence, motive, and opportunity. We do well to
examine our hearts at all times, lest we be disqualified in the race set before us.

Got takes into account ability, diligence
motive and opportunity.
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DESTINED TO DOMINION CON’T
Chapter Twelve
3. Subdue
Having dealt with the first two steps toward dominion, being fruitful, and multiplying,
we now come to the third; Subdue.
Gen. 1:28 “Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful
multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over........”

and

The Kingdom of God is a Theocracy, that is to say, a one-will government, whose
subjects yield their right of freedom, bringing their will in total submission to that
one will of God, as opposed to democracy which is a government of the majority of
the wills of the people. All authority flows from the throne of God down through His
people, never from the people to God. God appoints and sets into office those whom He
elects. Any opposition to the will of God must be subdued, for one can only rule over
that which is subdued.
To subdue means to place an enemy in such a position as to be reigned over. To conquer
or render powerless any opposition to that reign. The self will being the first area to be
brought into subjection to the will of God. Then any external forces of evil that would
exalt themselves above the Lord God. Victory lies therefore, in a walk of obedience to
the divine purposes of God. Eg.

Victory lies in a walk of obedience
to the divine purposes of God.
Exodus 23:22 “But if indeed you obey His voice and do all that I speak,
will be an enemy to your enemies and an adversary to your adversaries.”

then I

Gen 49:8 “Judah, you are he whom your brothers shall praise; Your
shall be on the neck of your enemies.”

hand

Psm 18:40 “You have also given me the necks of my enemies, so that I
destroyed those that hated me.”

60:12 “Through God we shall do valiantly, for it is He that
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shall

Psm
tread down

our enemies
Matt. 22:44 “The Lord said to my Lord, :Sit at my right hand, till I make your
enemies
your footstool.”
Luke 10:19 “Behold, I give you the authority to trample on serpents and
scorpion, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any
means hurt you.”
The above scriptures declare that God would have His people to be a victorious people,
a people who, together with Him, shall conquer and reign over their enemies. In the
spiritual battles that His people fight, God is concerned with both their actions as well as
their attitudes in warfare.
Psm 139:21-22 “Do not I hate them, O Lord, who hate you? And do I
not
loathe those who rise up against you?. I hate them with a perfect hatred; I count them
my enemies.”
Here we must compare the Psalmist’s hatred for his enemies with the teachings of Jesus
in His sermon on the mount.
Matt. 5:44 “But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse
do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use
you
persecute you.”

you,
and

Although these two scriptures may appear somewhat paradoxical, and tend to contradict
each other, it must be understood that not all enemies are to be treated alike.
(a) Some enemies are to be destroyed
(b) Some enemies are to be subdued
A mark of maturity in the life of a believer, involved in spiritual warfare, is his ability to
discern his enemy, that he may know, what to destroy and what to subdue. Or at times,
when to destroy or when to subdue. In the following scriptures we see that man prior to
salvation was is an enemy of God.
Rom. 5:10 “For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God
through the death of His Son........”

Col. 1:21 “And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by
wicked works, yet now has He reconciled.”
Phil. 3:18 “For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell
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you

even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ.”
These scriptures we have quoted, show that man, outside of Christ, is an enemy of
God. It is the purpose of God that man be brought into a state of subjugation through
reconciliation, for God would that none should perish, therefore He has set out to save
man, not destroy him. However, that which out of constant attitude of rebellion, refuses
to be subdued, will ultimately be destroyed.

Spiritual perception and discernment
are essential qualities in the lives
of those who would persue the path
of obedience
In contrast, such enemies as sin, sickness, disease and death, which have their origin
in satanic forces, and all such demons are to be destroyed. Spiritual perception and
discernment are therefore essential qualities in the lives of those who would pursue
the path of obedience is response to God’s call to perfection and thus occupy the seat
of dominion as joint heirs with Christ. It was to this end that the writer of the Hebrew
Epistle exhorted the brethren:
Heb. 5:14 - 6:1 “But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is,
those who
by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern
both
good
and evil. Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary
principles of Christ,
let us go on to perfection.”
In pursuit of excellence, the believer will encounter many difficulties and enemies, as he
journeys to fulfill the calling of God. Such as satanic hindrances, chastening from God,
the reaping of self sown seeds of sin. Without proper discernment, the believer is left
floundering in the dilemma of confusion not knowing how to respond to the difficulties
faced. Different strategies must be applied to differing problems encountered on the
journey, for example:

(a) In the case of satanic hindrances, an attitude of resistance must prevail,
employing the weapons of the blood and the word.
Rev. 12:11 “And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word
of their testimony, and they did not love their lives to the death.”
Jam. 4:7 “Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee
from
you.”
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The weapons employed:
1. The blood: To cleanse their sin and silence the accusations of the devil.
2. The word: To stand against the temptations of the devil, as did Jesus.
(b) In the case of divine chastisement, an attitude of submission must
prevail, standing confident that at all times the ways of God, even though at
times not understood by us, are nevertheless to take preeminence.
Heb. 12:5b-6 “My son, do not despise the chastening of the Lord, nor be
(c) In the case of reaping that which is sown to the flesh, an attitude of
repentance is called for. Without repentance there can be no pardon
from
sin.
Gal. 6:7-8 “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows,
that he will also reap. For he who sows to his flesh will of the
flesh
reap
corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap
everlasting life.”
Thus the three responding attitudes to be found in a believer in times of difficulty
are, resist, submit, repent, the choice of these being dependent upon the nature of
the problem. Without mature discernment a believer could end up resisting God and
submitting to the devil.

Without mature discernment a believer
could end up resisting God and submitting to the devil.

The greatest area that we must learn to subdue is the kingdom of self, for unless a man can
rule his own life, he is not fit to rule the lives of others. The purpose of such hindrances is
that me might learn to overcome temptations, to develop the within us the ability to say no
to that which is available but not permitted. To learn to subdue the appetites of the flesh
and keep them in control, instead of them controlling us.

The greatest area that we must learn
to subdue is the kingdom of self.
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discouraged wh

Conclusion: To have Dominion
As believers, we must be in total submission to God, understanding the divine purposes
of God, being completely free from any area of rebellion, fear, or resentment etc.
having overcome the world, the flesh, and the evil one. Anything short of this will place
the Christian in a position where he could stand to lose the right of election and be
disqualified from the realm of dominion with Christ in the Messianic Kingdom to come.
God created man to have dominion. This divine purpose of God must always be kept in
mind if we are to move beyond a mere selfish, subjective view of Christianity, into the
vast domain that God has reserved for those that are committed to bringing satisfaction
and pleasure to the heart of God.
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RESURRECTED IN GLORY
Chapter Thirteen

Resurrection:
Introduction:
It is the reversal of death, the restoration of man back to life from the dead.
As death has separated body and soul, resurrection is the reuniting of them.
The Soul, ascending out of the place of the departed, takes up the body once
again. There are numerous examples of resurrection throughout scripture:
Elijah raised again the son of the widow of Sarepta, he also raised the son of
the Shunammite. Jesus resurrected the daughter of Jairus, the son of the widow
of Nain, not to mention Lazarus from the tomb; Jesus Himself is the greatest
example having been raised by the glory of the Father thus became “The first
begotten from the dead to live forevermore”. Rev 1:5, Col 1:18.
At the time of His death, Jesus said, “Father, into your hand I commend
my Spirit”. (Luke 23:46). His Soul went down to Hades as prophesied in
the Psalms and testified by Jesus Himself. (Psm 16:10, Matt 12:40, Acts
2:27,13:35.). His body was placed into the tomb. (John 19:41-42).

The Hope of the Resurrection
The subject of the resurrection is one of the main, if not the most important,
truths of the Christian faith. It is the fact of the resurrection that distinguishes
Christianity from all other religions. Mohammed was a prophet who lived and
died and yet remains in a state of death, likewise Buddha, Confucius and many
others. In contrast, regardless of what may be debated about Him, be it His
virgin birth, His deity, His teachings and philosophies etc, it is the fact of His
resurrection that gives all who believe in Him hope of a life to come. “Because
He lives, we shall live also”. It is this “hope” that motivates the believer to
faithfully endure until the end. (Matt 10.22).

in

Rom 5:2 “through whom also we have access by faith into this grace
which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God”.
Eph 1:18 “the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you
may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the
glory of His inheritance in the saints”.

I Pet 1:3 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead”.
It was this hope that produced such dynamic faith in the lives of the Old
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Testament saints enabling them to endure all sorts of atrocities against them as
recorded in the eleventh chapter of the Hebrew Epistle:
Heb 11:33-35 “Who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked
righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions,
quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of
weakness were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned to flight
the armies of the aliens. Women received their dead raised to life
again. And others were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they
might obtain a better resurrection.”
The above scripture clearly shows that they considered a common general
resurrection for all was not to be granted just on the basis of belief alone,
but on the merits of endurance. Their faith was accompanied by works of
commitment and dedication in obedience to their understanding of the Word
of God. Is such a philosophy or doctrine evident also in the New Testament?

A Special Class of Resurrection
In one of the most personal and motivating passages in the New Testament,
the Apostle Paul reveals his most earnest desire:
Phil 3:10-11 “That I may know Him and the power of His
resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His
death, if
by any means, I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.”
His supreme goal in life was to know Christ more intimately, to know the
power of Christ in his life, and to share in Christ’s sufferings. He so desires
this that “somehow” he might “attain” to the “resurrection” from the dead.
The apostle feels that there is something uncertain about his attaining to the
resurrection, thus implying the possibility of falling short. Did Paul doubt his
final salvation? Obviously not. This verse and those following are speaking of
the “prize”, the reward to the faithful at the judgment seat of Christ.
In this verse he refers to the resurrection using the Greek word “exanastasis”.
This is the only time this word for resurrection is used in the entire New
Testament. The normal word used is “anastasis”. The fact that Paul would
switch to such an unusual word causes us to wonder if he meant some
particular aspect of the resurrection. Because the word is used only the once,

there is no convincing evidence to help us determine exactly how, if any, this
word might have differed from the regular word anastasis. We are therefore
driven to the contextual usage and the word’s basic meaning. Rather than
being translated “resurrection”, this word could be literally rendered
“out-resurrection”. This suggests a “resurrection out from among the
resurrected ones” in contrast to a mere “resurrection from among the
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dead”. In other words, a special category or class of resurrected saints is
referred to in this verse.
It does appear that the phrase is an emphasized repetition of the words used by
Christ Himself:
Luke 20:35 “But those who are counted worthy to attain that age, and
the resurrection from the dead, neither marry nor are given in
marriage.”
All Christians will participate in resurrection, but only some will be worthy of
it. How will then this distinction be made? To be worthy of the resurrection
and to “attain to the out-resurrection” appear to be parallel concepts and
explain one another. This interpretation fits well with the following verses
and would explain why Paul selected this word instead of his usual word
resurrection, anastasis. Verses following read:
Phil 3:12 “Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected;
but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has
also laid hold of me.”
Christ has taken hold of us for a purpose, to attain to the “out-resurrection”.
Those, like Paul, who strive toward the goal will rule and have dominion (Heb
2:5-10). Paul says he has made it his goal to take hold of the same thing. In
other words, he wants to make it his purpose in life to achieve Christlikeness
and as a result to share with Christ in that final victory. Elsewhere he
said there was a special crown reserved for those who have “loved His
appearing.” (II Tim 4:8).
Interestingly, Paul pictured this goal as a prize to be won. The Greek word katalambano is found in I Cor 9:24-27 where it is used for the striving of the
athlete to attain the prize in the Isthmian games. In Phil 3:14 Paul uses another
word out of I Cor 9:24-27, which refers to the prize won in the games, the
Greek word - brabeion.
Phil 3:13-14 “Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended;
but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and
reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I press toward the
goal for the prize (brabeion) of the upward call of God in Christ
Jesus”.
What is the prize for which God has called him heavenward? The use of the
Greek word - brabeion is significant. It signifies a prize in an athletic contest,
something earned. The similarity of the two texts suggests that they interpret
each other. If so, then the prize in Phil 3:14 is the reward received by the
faithful believer when he finishes the race. What then is the prize? What is
the goal? Philippians 3 does not tell us precisely, but based on the rest of
the New Testament, it is entrance into rest, with that great company (Gk.
metochoi) who will inherit the Kingdom. This place among that special class
of resurrected saints who have been faithful to their master to the final hour
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and will hear Him say “Well done, good and faithful servant.”

The Out-Resurrection - Being the First Resurrection
That the out-resurrection is awarded to those who attain it, i.e. merit it, has
clearly been outlined. We will now look at the “first resurrection” and see
that the same principle applies.
Rev 20:4-6 “And I saw thrones, and they that sat upon them, and
judgment was committed to them. And I saw the souls of those who had
been beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who
had not worshipped the beast or his image, and had not received his
mark on their foreheads or in their hands. And they lived and reigned
with Christ for a thousand years. But the rest of the dead did not live
again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first
resurrection. Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first
resurrection. Over such the second death has no power, but they shall
be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand
years.”
From the above verses it is understood that the first resurrection, and
subsequent right of entrance into the Messianic thousand year reign of Christ,
is given on the basis of reward, or merit. That the believer who, for various
reasons, does not qualify for this resurrection, is excluded from that reign with
Christ for the thousand years, is clearly stated. Such a person will be relegated
to the second resurrection to stand before God at the great white throne.

Resurrection in Glory
In the Roman Epistle and the eighth chapter, Paul writes about the
glorification of the body, referring to the adoption, that is, the redemption of
the body:
Rom 8: 23 “........but we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even
we ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption,
the redemption of our body.”
v 29-30 “For whom He foreknew, He predestined to be conformed to
the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many
brethren. Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called;
whom
He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He
also glorified.”
Glorification, as previously mentioned, is the final step or phase that God has
prepared for man. Will each of us therefore be resurrected in the same level
or degree of glory? We have already established that Jesus Himself requested
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glorification not on the basis of right, because He was God’s Son, anymore
than we can because we are God’s children. Jesus sought the Father for this
experience based on merit as the content of His prayer in John 17 implies:
John 17:4-5 “I have glorified you on the earth. I have finished the
work which you have given me to do. And now, O Father, glorify me
together with yourself, with the glory which I had with you before the
world was.”
The degree of resurrection glory a believer will be rewarded with, will be in
direct proportion to that which one will have, or not have, glorified the Lord
here on earth. This principle is best illustrated by Paul in his first epistle to the
Corrinthians, where he states very clearly that we shall not all be raised in the
same level of glory, but each in his own order, viz. order of merit.
I Cor 15:22-23 “For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be
made alive. But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward
those who are Christ’s at His coming.”
I Co 15:41-42 “There is one glory of the sun, another glory of the
moon, and another glory of the stars; for one star differs from another
star in glory. So also is the resurrection of the dead.”
To stress the urgency that a believer must contend with the importance of
excelling unto excellency that he may be approved excellent and worthy of
such glory, the apostle ends the fifteenth chapter of this epistle with words of
exhortation urging the believer to be steadfast, immovable, and to work with
the utmost of diligence in obedience:
I Cor 15:58
“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast,
immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that
your labour is not in vain in the Lord.”
We therefore conclude with a final word of exhortation from the apostle John
in his second Epistle:

II John 8 “Look to yourselves, that we do not lose those
things we worked for, but that we may receive a full
reward.”
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